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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
SUSAN STUART, CENTER FOR ORGAN RECOVERY & EDUCATION CEO
There’s no greater power we can wield – in organ donation advocacy, and in
life – than the power of knowledge. It’s right there in our name – “education” is
paramount to what we do.
We could never achieve our mission to save as many lives as possible through
organ donation without advocacy, and with advocacy comes the responsibility
to empower through education.
And this month, we’re focusing on education in a big way.
We’re putting out a call for educators who want to teach their students about
how their decision to register as an organ, tissue and cornea donor could make
a real difference in people’s lives.
We call them our Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness (OTDA) camps, where
teachers bring students to CORE for a three-day program to learn about the
need for donation and how they can help.
We usually see about 100 students per day, making these camps an incredibly powerful tool when it comes
time for each 16-year-old to obtain their driver’s license and make the decision to check “yes” to donation.
The camps are on a parallel track with the launch of our CORE College Challenge, a program developed to
mirror our hospital challenges but with collegiate student organizations as the drivers of advocacy.

A Donate Life Organization

Students will be charged with spreading the word about donation through registration drives, social media
initiatives and more. Students are incentivized through prizes and the understanding that they’re helping
to save lives.
A similar initiative is sweeping an even broader level through the Donate Life Pennsylvania College Outreach
plan that will span 32 colleges and universities across the state.

CORE

mission
The Center for
Organ Recovery &
Education (CORE)
is a nonprofit
organization
dedicated to
promoting donation,
education, and
research for the
purpose of saving
and improving
the quality of life
through organ,
tissue, and cornea
transplantation.

Initiatives like these are elevating our education initiatives beyond messaging. They’re part of a movement.
Ultimately, the “why” of our movement is to save lives. These exciting new events and initiatives are yet
another welcome reminder that education is our “how.”
Also, I’m proud to share that CORE recently received reaccreditation from the Association of Organ
Procurement Organizations (AOPO) and recertification from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS). While each evaluation for accreditation and certification is rigorous and demanding, and can be a
learning process in itself, each is also an opportunity for us at CORE to reaffirm our commitment to the high
standards necessary to achieve these distinctions and ultimately save lives.

CORE VISION: Every potential donor will make a Pledge for Life.

CORE VALUES

INTEGRITY: CORE would not exist without the trust and support of the community it serves.
COMPASSION: CORE honors its donors and donor families.
QUALITY: CORE upholds stringent clinical standards to ensure the quality of donated organs and tissue.
RESPONSIVENESS: CORE operates in a fast-paced, detail-oriented manner.
EDUCATION: CORE recognizes that education is needed to uphold public trust and for the public we 		
serve to make informed donation decisions.
INNOVATION: CORE is a long-standing pioneer in the organ and tissue procurement field.
RESPECT: CORE has respect for both death and life.
LIFE: Most importantly, we value the legacy of life our donors have left and the second chance at life that
transplant recipients have as a result.

CORE FOCUS

FEBRUARY STATISTICS
National Waiting List: 114,936
CORE Waiting List: 2,552

CORE KICKS OFF FIRST EVER ‘CORE COLLEGE CHALLENGE’

Univ of Pgh Medical Center. . . . . . . . . 1,016

Nearly 75 percent of college-age students
say they support organ donation, yet more
than two-thirds are not registered as an
organ, tissue and cornea donor, according
to national statistics.

VA Pgh Healthcare System. . . . . . . . . . . . 702
Allegheny General Hospital . . . . . . . . . . 478
Children’s Hosp of Pgh of UPMC. . . . . . 150
Charleston Area Medical Ctr. . . . . . . . . . 158

That’s why, for the first time, CORE is
collaborating with student organizations
from several western Pennsylvania
colleges and universities to change that
surprising disparity through the CORE
College Challenge.

UPMC Hamot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Every 10 minutes, another name is
added to the waiting list.
•

On average, 20 people will pass
each day waiting for their lifesaving transplant.

•

Ninety percent of Americans say
they support donation, yet only 30
percent know the essential steps to
take to be a donor.

•

One organ and tissue donor can
save 8 lives and heal up to 75
individuals.

CORE TO HOST
TRANSPLANT
COORDINATOR
SUMMIT

Gannon University is taking part in the challenge.

The friendly competition among campus
groups encourages students to make a
difference in a meaningful way by getting
their fellow students to register as organ,
tissue and cornea donors.
Participating schools include Duquesne
University, Gannon University, Lake Erie
College of Osteopathic Medicine, Slippery
Rock University, St. Francis University,
Penn State University Behrend and the
University of Pittsburgh.

“College students are especially supportive
of organ donation, yet we see a significant
Student participants at Penn State’s Behrend campus.
gap in those who actually register,” said
Susan Stuart, president and CEO, CORE. “The CORE College Challenge is a playful way to raise
awareness among younger adults about the importance of organ donation, but we know the reality
is that this awareness campaign can result in registering more organ, tissue and cornea donors, and
ultimately save lives.”
Through the CORE College Challenge, CORE provides educational and marketing materials to student
groups so college teams participating in the challenge can orchestrate their own events on campus,
talk about donation with their peers and encourage their classmates to register.
The program runs through April, culminating in an event celebrating National Donate Life Month,
which will recognize the winning student organizations.

CORE WELCOMES DIRECTOR OF INNOVATION
AND PROCESS IMPROVEMENT
In March CORE will host its
first Transplant Coordinator
Summit, bringing together
transplant staff from all six of
the transplant centers within
the CORE service region of
western Pennsylvania and
West Virginia. The day-long
event will feature speakers on
organ allocation and donor
management, as well as best
practices. The summit is also an
opportunity for coordinators
to connect with others in
their field outside of their own
health systems. Transplant
coordinators who’d like to
attend can register for this
event email kdemko@core.org.
The RSVP deadline is March 14.

CORE is happy to introduce Michael T. Gerusky as its director of innovation
and process improvement. Gerusky has nearly 30 years of process and
quality improvement experience across a variety of regulated industries,
including the medical field. Gerusky has led process improvement initiatives
that include technical and transactional processes.
In his role at CORE, Gerusky will apply his experience to develop and
implement a process and quality improvement plan in accordance with the
mission and strategic goals of the organization, federal and state laws and
regulations, and accreditation standards.

Michael T. Gerusky, Director of
Innovation and Process Improvement.

“I value this opportunity to further enhance CORE’s outstanding culture of
operational excellence,” said Gerusky. “On a personal level, I’m honored to
contribute to an organization that makes a positive impact on society each
day through its mission.”

With nearly115,000 people waiting for an organ transplant nationally — including more than 2,500 in
CORE’s service area — the need for organ, tissue and cornea donors is great.
“Michael brings a notable track record of achieving results through his extensive quality and continuous
improvement expertise,” said Susan Stuart, president and CEO, CORE. “We know his experience and
leadership will further CORE’s commitment to fulfilling our mission of coordinating life-saving organ
transplants and life-enhancing cornea and tissue transplants.”

WV VOLUNTEERS
CELEBRATE
COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

WV HAPPENINGS

legislators welcome core, wv hospitals to capitol
Nearly 500 West Virginians are waiting for a lifesaving organ transplant, and thousands more are
in need of healing tissue or corneal transplants.
The need is still great for more West Virginians to
register as organ, tissue and cornea donors.
During the West Virginia Hospital Association’s
annual Hospital Day at the State Capitol, state
legislators had the opportunity to learn how
they can make a difference in thousands of lives
by raising awareness about organ donation, and
encouraging constituents to register as organ
Legislators, hospital staff, CORE leadership and volunteers on donors.
the West Virginia Senate floor.
Donate Life West Virginia volunteers delivered informational packets to legislators highlighting
the importance of donation during the event. They also answered questions throughout the day.
“State legislators are in a position to raise awareness about organ donation and reduce waiting
times for patients in need of life-saving transplants in the state of West Virginia,” said Susan Stuart,
president and CEO, CORE. “We are thankful to our friends at the West Virginia Hospital Association
for providing Donate Life West Virginia the opportunity to be part of this important event and
share the life-affirming power of organ donation with state legislators.”
Donate Life West Virginia is comprised of four federally designated organ procurement
organizations (OPOs) that are dedicated to promoting and coordinating the donation of organs
and tissue for transplantation: CORE, Lifeline of Ohio, Kentucky Organ Donor Affiliates and LifeNet
Health.

DOCTORS PERFORM FIRST WV KIDNEY SWAP
Only a month ago, two West
Virginians were waiting for lifesaving kidney transplants. Today,
both have not only received
their transplants, they’ve also
gained a strong bond — with
one another.

From Top: CORE MOTTEP Program Director
Lisa Strother-Upsher & CORE volunteer
Annette Jones; CORE volunteers Dr. & Mrs.
Ledbetter; CORE volunteer Estelle McCain;
CORE Volunteers Ray & Cadaris Woods.

In February, the Charleston
Woman's
Improvement
League held their 4th
Annual Red Evening Affair
fundraising event. This allfemale organization has over
a 100-year history of giving
back to the community.
Their members – including
numerous female members of
the Center for Organ Recovery
& Education's West Virginia
Multicultural Taskforce – are
committed to improving
social, cultural, educational
and civic life of AfricanAmericans in the Kanawha
Valley.

Brian King of Charleston needed
a kidney transplant. So too did
David Kent of Tornado. And
each had family members –
Brian’s wife, Pam, and David’s
son, Dustin – who were eager to
offer up one of their kidneys as
donors.
However, both donors, Pam and Dustin were devastated when they discovered they weren’t a
match for their loved ones.
When Alice Jones, a Charleston Area Medical Center (CAMC) transplant coordinator, discovered
that Pam was a match for David and Dustin was a match for Brian, plans were set in motion. Neither
hesitated to donate.
The result: the first kidney swap in West Virginia took place at CAMC, whose Kidney Transplant
Center is affiliated with Cleveland Clinic. CORE is the OPO that serves CAMC.
West Virginia has the highest rate of kidney failure in the country.
“This was made possible by the heroic acts of altruism and love by the donors,” said Dr. Joseph Africa,
CAMC kidney transplant director. “With the current scarcity of organs, this type of intervention can
make a big difference in alleviating a health crisis in West Virginia, which has the highest incidence
of end stage renal disease in the country.”

2018
PENNSYLVANIA
DONATE LIFE
HOSPITAL
CHALLENGE—
SHORTENED FROM
APRIL 1 TO APRIL 30

PARTNERS IN HEALTHCARE

UNOS & WALGREENS ANNOUNCE TRANSPLANT RESEARCH PROJECT
United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) and Walgreens are
working together to study issues around transplant outcomes
and medication adherence. UNOS researchers along with the
Walgreens Center for Health & Wellness Research will assess
outcomes of patients who had a kidney, heart or liver transplant
and filled transplant-related prescriptions at Walgreens
pharmacies.
This joint project marks the first time UNOS has undertaken a
scientific collaboration with a national retail pharmacy chain.
“Our goal is to provide valuable insights that the transplant
community can use in their everyday practice to benefit patients,” said UNOS Senior Director of Research
and Business Development Ryan Ehrensberger.
Researchers will examine patient characteristics, comorbidities, adherence, and post-transplant
outcomes.
“We’re excited to collaborate with UNOS on this research,” said Glen Pietrandoni, senior director of patient
care & advocacy at Walgreens. “The research will help highlight the role that community pharmacists
play in supporting transplant patients throughout their journey.”
The research is already underway after receiving institutional review board approval in January.
Researchers plan to begin publishing results later this year.

Once again, the Hospital and
Healthsystem
Association
of
Pennsylvania
(HAP)
has partnered with the
Pennsylvania
Department
of Health and the two organ
procurement organizations
serving Pennsylvania — the
Center for Organ Recovery
& Education and the Gift of
Life Donor Program — to
support HAP’s 2018 Donate
Life Hospital Challenge. The
HAP Donate Life Hospital
Challenge
encourages
Pennsylvania hospitals to
increase organ donation
awareness and designations
within their hospital and
community. Historically, HAP
has conducted the Donate
Life Hospital Challenge from
April 1 to August 31 of each
year. In an effort to align
this campaign with a similar
campaign from The Health
Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) that
runs later in the year, 2018
will be a transition year for
the HAP 2018 Donate Life
Hospital Challenge, and will
take place during Donate Life
Month, from April 1 to April
30, 2018. A full campaign
running
from
October
through April will begin in
fall of 2018. Because of the
transitioning efforts to align
with the HRSA campaign,
the
hospital
designation
levels for 2018 have been
modified to accommodate
for the condensed challenge
timeline.

UPMC CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AWARDED $1 MILLION FOR CARDIAC ICU
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC has been awarded
a $1 million state Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program
(RACP) grant to nearly triple the size of the hospital’s cardiac
intensive care unit (CICU) from 12 beds to 33 beds.
The CICU at Children’s Hospital provides critical cardiac care to
infants and children with congenital or acquired heart disease
,and adults with congenital heart disease.
The Heart Institute at Children’s Hospital has one of the topranked pediatric cardiothoracic surgery programs in the
country, with surgeons who provide complex, life-saving heart surgeries including transplantation.
“We sincerely thank Governor Wolf and Senators Joe Scarnati and Wayne Fontana for their commitment
and longtime support of our patients at Children’s Hospital,” said Christopher Gessner, president,
Children’s Hospital. “This is an essential expansion for our world class congenital heart program that will
enable our cardiac team to better meet the needs of patients and their families.”

AHN PHYSICIAN RECEIVES AWARD FOR LIVER HEALTH ADVOCACY
Allegheny Health Network’s Robin Midian, MD, is a recipient of the
Community Liver Alliance’s 2018 “You Make a Difference” award. This
award recognizes individuals who go above and beyond to educate
the community about liver health, drive awareness about liver disease,
and demonstrate commitment and dedication to the mission of the
Community Liver Alliance (CLA).
Since completing her fellowship at Allegheny General Hospital nearly
10 years ago, Dr. Midian has served the Pittsburgh community as a
leading hepatologist. She cares for patients with a range of acute and
chronic liver diseases including the increasingly pervasive condition
known as non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD).
“In addition to being a ferocious advocate for the optimal care of her patients, Dr. Midian is committed
to driving awareness about the often silent liver diseases which pose serious threats to the health and
wellness of many Americans today. We are so grateful to Dr. Midian for her foremost commitment to her
patients, and for her ongoing support of the CLA,” said Suzanna Masartis, executive director, Community
Liver Alliance.
The Community Liver Alliance connects patients to healthcare providers and services; creates and
conducts screenings, educational workshops and seminars; coordinates support groups; works with
local media and community groups to increase awareness of liver wellness and liver disease; and meets
with local, state, and federal policy makers to initiate positive change.

DLA
ANNOUNCES
ADVISORY
COUNCIL
ADDITIONS

DONATE LIFE DIGEST
CORE, ADVOCACY PARTNER, TRANSPLANT CENTERS
MARK NATIONAL DONOR DAY
Celebrated each year on February
14, National Donor Day is a time to
recognize donors and the second
chance at life that organ donation
offers. As a part of National Donor
Day, CORE visited Pittsburgh
hospitals with Second Chance
Fundraising to spread the word about
organ donation. Heart recipient Craig
Smith passed out “Real Valentines”
to symbolize that valentines can be
more than just hearts. At Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC,
Pumper the Heart visited waiting list
candidates and transplant patients
passing out superhero capes.
Volunteers at UPMC Hamot handed
out National Donor Day cards.

Donate Life America (DLA) has
announced two new additions
to DLA's Advisory Council: Ronda
Horstman from CryoLife and Al
Smith from Washington Regional
Transplant Community. Ronda is
now serving as the AATB/tissue
liaison, and Al has assumed
the role of advisory council
state team liaison to Arizona,
Louisiana, New York, Oklahoma,
Texas and Wisconsin. CORE’s
MOTTEP Program Director Lisa
Strother-Upsher,serves on the
DLA Advisory Council.

NEW DLA
OBSERVANCE:
NATIONAL PEDIATRIC
TRANSPLANT WEEK
Top: Craig Smith & Pumper at AGH;
Pumper visits Children’s, the CORE
Snapchat filter, Pumper at UPMC
Presbyterian; CORE volunteers at
UPMC Hamot.

DONATE LIFE PENNSYLVANIA LAUNCHES NEW VIDEO
CAMPAIGN FEATURING CORE VOLUNTEERS

Please join us in celebrating
a new observance during the
last week of National Donate
Life Month: National Pediatric
Transplant Week (April 23-27,
2018). The week will present
opportunities to talk about the
powerful message of ending
the pediatric waiting list,
engage clinical partners share
their work and patient stories,
and to honor donor families
whose children have saved and
healed lives through organ,
tissue and cornea donation.

Four CORE volunteers
are being featured
in 30-second videos
as part of Donate
Life Pennsylvania’s
‘Which Side Are
You On?’ campaign:
Colleen Higbee, John
Standard, Rockland
Harvey and Chance
Dull.
The ads,
which will run on
Facebook, will run
through the spring.
This is the third and
final year for the
successful marketing
campaign.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
CORE
VOLUNTEERS GEAR CORE VOLUNTEERS TO FACE TRANSPLANT RECIPIENT:
UP FOR ERIE AUTO
‘YOU’RE OUR SUPERHERO’
SHOW
Each January, CORE holds a kick-off for all
volunteers. This ‘day of learning’ is mandatory
for CORE volunteers, but it’s not an event that
most volunteers would miss.

Held at CORE’s headquarters, but also streamed
live to a remote location in Charleston, WV,
speakers include a ‘surprise keynote speaker’
who headlines the event.
This year, Connie Culp, the first US face
transplant recipient, appeared as the keynote
speaker at the event. CORE President and CEO
Susan Stuart welcomed Culp to the event.

Volunteers from Erie, PA, spent
three days urging visitors of
the Erie Auto Show to check
the designation box on their
driver’s license applications.
Accompanied by a replica of
NASCAR driver Joey Gase’s
Donate Life car, the volunteers
said they had a great time and
were able to get people revved
up about donation!

Culp’s partial face transplant was performed at
the Cleveland Clinic in December 2008. Culp
was shot in the face by her husband Thomas
G. “Tom” Culp in a failed murder-suicide in
September 2004 inside their bar in Hopedale,
Ohio. He also survived and was convicted in
2005 of aggravated attempted murder with a
seven-year prison sentence.

VOLUNTEERS
RACE FOR
DESIGNATIONS AT
PGH AUTO SHOW

“You’re my superhero.” That is what heart
recipient and CORE volunteer Ron Gooden
told Culp in front of a packed house of more
than 100 fellow CORE volunteers and media.
The event, on Saturday, January 20th,
provided an opportunity for CORE’s most
active volunteers to become motivated and
inspired by Culp’s story for another year
of advocacy, and educated from industry
experts such as John Innocenti, president of
UPMC Presbyterian Hospital — a leader in
transplantation and the longtime home of
transplant pioneer Dr. Thomas Starzl.
Innocenti offered the crowd new details
about UPMC’s plans for a new state-of-the-art
transplant hospital.

The Pittsburgh Auto Show isn’t
only famous for showcasing the
latest exotic cars from McLaren,
Ferrari and Lamborghini —
it’s also known as one of the
best CORE volunteer events
of the year! And 2018 didn’t
disappoint. CORE volunteers
manned an info table to answer
questions and sign up new
donors!

UPMC Heart and Transplant Hospital on UPMC
Presbyterian’s campus will be 15 stories high
and nearly 1 million square feet with 620 beds.
It will be the largest of three new hospitals
that UPMC is building in Pittsburgh.
AHN
transplant
pharmacist
Gretchen
Kipp gave information about the newest
medications for post-transplant patients.

From Top: Face transplant recipient Connie Culp;
volunteers at CORE headquarters during kick-off; a
WV speaker at the Charleston satellite location; CORE
volunteers Dave & Linda Beatty; the local media
covered the kick-off event.

And volunteers in both locations also heard
from CORE staff who were able to share
details of innovative new technology which
will shape strategy and community outreach
efforts to increase the donor designation
rates in both states.

WESTERN
PA KIDNEY
SUPPORT
GROUPS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Join us for the 9th Annual

Izzie’s Dash for
Organ Donation
The Western PA Kidney Support
Groups needs your support.
Bringing together more than
10,000 people in the region, we
hold support groups to share
experiences and provide vital
information for our members.
In addition to connecting with
our 600 members through our
support groups, we provide
phone line support, and host
seminars and conferences, as
well as attend events to raise
awareness of our organization.
For each donation of $20 or
more, you will receive a free
T-shirt of your choice plus a
button and bumper sticker.
We have a limited selection of
sizes from S-3XL. To make a
donation, please call 412-4272969 or email Jack Silverstein
at silverjacki@yahoo.com and
include your address, as well as
which shirt size you would like.
Upon receiving a check, your
shirt, button and bumper sticker
will be shipped to your home
free of charge.

June 2nd, 2018
North Boundary Park
1171 North Boundary Road
Cranberry Township, PA 16066
5K Dash begins at 8:30am
Walk begins at 9:30am
Izzie’s Dash provides an opportunity to honor
someone affected by organ donation whether
they are a transplant candidate, a recipient,
or a donor family.

For more information, visit izziesgifts.org or
www.facebook.com/IzziesGiftsofhopefoundation

for Organ Donation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

HEART
TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP

Saturday, March 24 • 12pm
Panera Bread Meeting Room
3401 Blvd of the Allies
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
The
meetings
are
open
discussion; bring your personal
victories to share, your concerns,
and your questions.
Our goal is to provide support
to pre-transplant and posttransplant
individuals
in
the physical and emotional
areas through discussion. The
information shared is personal
and should be kept private
within the support group.
To attend, please contact Tom at
t.meshanko@verizon.net.

CORE.ORG/COMMUNITY-OUTREACH/CALENDAR-OF-EVENTS

