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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
SUSAN STUART, CENTER FOR ORGAN RECOVERY & EDUCATION CEO
In sports – as in life – the comeback story is a tale of courage and
tenacity that fascinates and inspires those of us who try to imagine
ourselves under similar circumstances.
Whether it’s a late-game rally or an athlete who overcomes
seemingly insurmountable odds, we are forced to reflect at that
moment: “Would I rise to the occasion?”
For all the athletes who participated in the Transplant Games of
America earlier this month, the answer is already clear.
Each of them has already overcome significant threats to their
health, whether they are living donors or have undergone lifechanging transplant surgeries. And now, they can compete and bring attention to organ,
tissue and cornea donation so that future transplant patients can make their comeback.

A Donate Life Organization

CORE

mission
The Center for
Organ Recovery &
Education (CORE)
is a nonprofit
organization
dedicated to
promoting donation,
education, and
research for the
purpose of saving
and improving
the quality of life
through organ,
tissue, and cornea
transplantation.

Athletes like heart recipient and CORE Community Outreach staff member Brittany Grimm,
22, who won three silver medals and one bronze medal in swimming as well as one bronze
medal in the bean bag toss event.
I was so honored to join Brittany and the other 34 athletes from western Pennsylvania and
West Virginia, who represented CORE and Team Alleghenies Transplant and who brought
home nearly 50 medals from the Transplant Games of America in Salt Lake City.
Being surrounded by their encouragement and determination underscored for me that the
games are more than an athletic event. These games also highlight the critical importance
of organ, eye, and tissue donation, while celebrating the lives of organ donors and recipients.
The Transplant Games also provide the perfect opportunity for us to ask ourselves what we
can do to help tell the next great comeback story.

CO R E V IS IO N : Every potential donor will make A Pledge for Life.

CO R E VA L U ES
INTEGRITY: CORE would not exist without the trust and support of the community it serves.
COMPASSION: CORE honors its donors and donor families.
QUALITY: CORE exceeds clinical standards to ensure the quality of donated organs and tissue.
RESPONSIVENESS: CORE operates in a fast-paced, detail-oriented manner.
EDUCATION: CORE offers education to uphold public trust and ensure informed donation decisions.
INNOVATION: CORE is a long-standing pioneer in the organ and tissue procurement field.
RESPECT: CORE has respect for both death and life.
LIFE: Most importantly, we value the legacy of life our donors have left and the second chance at life
that transplant recipients have gained as a result.

CORE FOCUS

AUGUST STATISTICS
National Waiting List: 115,017
CORE Waiting List: 2,534
Univ of Pgh Medical Center. . . . . . . 1,011

TRANSPLANT RECIPIENTS CELEBRATE ROLLER COASTER DAY
The screams of joy had a deeper meaning this
National Roller Coaster Day as more than 20
organ transplant recipients took the rides of
their lives with a ceremonial opening run on
the iconic Jack Rabbit coaster at Kennywood.

VA Pgh Healthcare System. . . . . . . . . 696
Allegheny General Hospital . . . . . . . . 479
UPMC Children’s Hosp of Pgh. . . . . . . 150
Charleston Area Medical Ctr. . . . . . . . 151

Second Chance Fundraising’s (SCF) co-founder
Craig Smith, 30, of Brighton Heights, dressed
as organization mascot “Pumper the Heart,”
to ride the coaster. Smith received a heart
transplant in 2015, and is creating a national
video campaign aimed to show how transplant
patients can still live an exciting life, and to
spread awareness for the need for donation.
So far, Smith has gone whitewater rafting, cliff
jumping, to a NASCAR race and participated in
the 2018 Transplant Games of America in the
name of the campaign.

UPMC Hamot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 47
Every 10 minutes, another name is
added to the waiting list.
•

On average, 20 people will pass
each day waiting for their lifesaving transplant.

•

Ninety percent of Americans say
they support donation, yet only 30
percent know the essential steps to
take to be a donor.

•

One organ and tissue donor can
save 8 lives and heal up to 75
individuals.

“We’re hoping to show the common community,
the everyday community, that this is what
transplantation does. It gives people like
myself our second chance to be able to go out
there and live our life and do what we want to
do because of transplantation,” he said.

WV DONOR
HONORED WITH
GOLF CLASSIC

“Kennywood is a place for people of all ages
and abilities to enjoy, and it’s uplifting to
see these transplant recipients continue
having fun and making a positive impact in
our communities,” said Kennywood General
Manager Jerome Gibas.
“It’s not what you see every day, but it’s
awesome,” said Faith, a heart transplant
recipient, of being a part of a roller coaster full
of people impacted by organ donation.

CORE staff and volunteers participate
in the 10th Annual Heather Miller
Memorial Golf Classic benefiting CORE
and MADD.

For the tenth year, the Annual
Heather Miller Memorial Golf
Classic was held at the Crispin
Golf Course at Oglebay in
Wheeling, West Virginia, and
benefited CORE,
Mothers
Against Drunk Driving (MADD)
and provided scholarships to
local nursing students. The
event honors Heather Miller,
who was an organ donor
following a fatal automobile
crash in March 2008. Heather
was a nursing student at West
Virginia University at the time of
her death and just weeks away
from graduation. According
to Heather’s mother, Jody, the
theme of the golf scramble, “It’s
Not About The Golf” pays tribute
to Heather’s “legacy and what
she gave us in death.”

NEW HRSA AWARENESS CAMPAIGN FEATURES NFL COACH
The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
been a quarterback,
“I’ve
has unveiled its newest campaign, “Be a Game Changer,” which
a head coach. Now I’m
a handful of personal stories including that of former
a receiver.” features
NFL quarterback and head coach Sam Wyche received a life— Sam Wyche
Heart Recipient

saving heart transplant on the last day he was supposed to be
alive.
In the radio and television ads, Coach Wyche tells his personal
donation story: “My life was saved on the last day that I was
supposed to be on this planet. And now I know what a miracle
feels like. It changed my appreciation of every second of every
day. I don’t know who donated that heart, but my new heart gave
me a new mission in life. And that is to get others to sign up to be
organ donors. The most common thing I hear when I ask people
why they haven’t signed up is, ‘I don’t know, I just haven’t thought
about it’. Well why don’t you think about it? Think about the life
you might save or the life you might enhance. There are over a
hundred and thirty million people that have already signed up.
They’re men and women, all ages, all races and they have one
thing in common – they want to save lives. Please sign up to be
an organ, eye, and tissue donor.”

My doctors had given me less than a week to live. On the
last day I was supposed to be on this planet, I received a heart
transplant from an organ donor. But so many people are still
waiting — like I was — for the gift of life. You can be a game
changer. Join more than 138 million registered organ, eye, and
tissue donors.
Sign up online. organdonor.gov.
donaciondeorganos.gov

By telling Coach Wyche’s story, this campaign illustrates the
transformative power of donation and inspires people to register
as donors. CORE volunteers were able to hear his story first-hand
when Coach Wyche was the keynote speaker at CORE’s 2017
Advocate Kick-Off event.

TRANSPLANT SPOTLIGHT

CORE, TEAM ALLEGHENIES VICTORIOUS AT TRANSPLANT GAMES
A delegation of 35 athletes from western Pennsylvania and West Virginia,
representing the Center for Organ Recovery & Education (CORE) and Team
Alleghenies, brought home nearly 50 medals from the Transplant Games of
America in Salt Lake City.
The Transplant Games of America is a multi-sport festival event that
celebrates organ, tissue and cornea donation. Participants from across the
United States traveled to Salt Lake City for the five-day event on August
2-7, 2018. The goal of the games is simple: It’s a weeklong, festival that
gives individuals who have undergone life-saving transplant surgeries the
opportunity to showcase what these gifts have done for them. Additionally,
the games present an opportunity for organ, cornea and tissue transplant recipients to bond, meet
donor families and celebrate the precious gift of life.
Notable winners include several area transplant athletes. Heart recipient and CORE Community
Outreach staff member Brittany Grimm, 22, won three silver medals and one bronze medal in swimming
as well as one bronze medal in the bean bag toss event.
“I started participating in the Transplant Games right after my transplant in 2007 and have never
stopped,” Grimm said. “It is amazing to be surrounded by other recipients, living donors and donor
families all celebrating one thing: life. There is no better feeling then standing on the winner’s block
honoring my donor.”
Heart recipient Craig Smith, 29, of Johnstown, won a bronze medal in the bean bag toss. “Being a
transplant recipient and participating in the transplant games was an amazing experience,” Smith said.
“It was an opportunity to not only honor my amazing donor, but to show that getting a transplant isn’t
about surviving, but about truly living!”
The week included several special events: the opening ceremonies, the closing ceremonies and the
annual donor tribute.
Simon Keith, founder of The Simon Keith Foundation, COO of the Nevada Donor Network and the first
professional athlete to return to play after a heart transplant, was emcee of the Donate Life Transplant
Games Opening Ceremony.
“Simon is such a great fit to host this event. Being both an athlete and transplant recipient gives
him such a connection to our transplant teams and donor families. I’m thrilled about the chance to
work with him,” said Sue Brady, Transplant Games producer. Nearly 10,000 people attended the Games,
representing the United States, Canada, Brazil and Australia.
“An amazing highlight of the games is the memorial honoring those who have given the most precious
gift. It’s always very emotional,” said Nancy Stiger, CORE Volunteer Coordinator. “All of the donor families
are invited to submit a photo of their loved ones, which are then displayed in a video for everyone.
Without these individuals, a lot of the participants wouldn’t be there. It makes it very special.”
In addition, CORE was honored to host a dinner that paid tribute to Team Alleghenies. The dinner was
held before the closing ceremonies for the games.
“With their performance at the games, their personal stories and their dedication to our mission, these
athletes have truly achieved rock-star status in our minds,” said Susan A. Stuart, president and CEO of
CORE. “We wanted to make sure they knew how much CORE appreciated them.”
This year, CORE was also happy to have a new team member, Joy Starzl, who welcomed guests to this
year’s Games with a special showing of “Burden of Genius,” a documentary detailing the controversial
story of her late husband, Dr. Thomas Starzl and his breakthrough as the first successful liver transplant
surgeon. Joy, along with the documentary’s producer and director, answered viewers’ questions during
a lively panel discussion following the film.
Ezra Hildebrand, 38, of Washington, is a kidney and pancreas recipient. He earned a bronze medal in
men’s doubles golf and competed in volleyball and bowling events. “Winning a medal in something
that I haven’t been able to do in a couple of years was special,” said Hildebrand. “I kind of amazed
myself that I was able to do it. I’m so thankful to my donor family.”
Living donor Chris Yanakos, 40, of Pittsburgh, won gold in the 400 meter and silver in the 100-meter
events; his mom and recipient, Susan, won two gold medals in 5K cycling and 20K cycling events.
“The Transplant Games of America is an amazing event that gives a sense of unity to the transplant
community,” Yanakos said. “For me the experience of competing, myself, as a living liver donor, and
watching my recipient compete, and win, is triumph, joy and humility all wrapped into one.”
Additionally, heart recipient Luke Ball, 15, of Cranberry, won three silver medals in track and field
(shotput, discus and softball throw), and a bronze medal in cycling.

LOCAL CORONER
RECOGNIZED
AS DONATION
CHAMPION

Indiana
County
Coroner
Jerry L. Overman has been
chosen by the Association
of
Organ
Procurement
Associations (AOPO) as the
July Forensic Leader of the
Month for demonstrating
outstanding leadership and
innovative practices to make
a difference in donation and
transplantation. Coroner and
Medical Examiner offices
play an important role in the
organ and tissue donation
process. Since all unexpected
deaths require Coroner or
Medical Examiner review,
their cooperation and support
is vital for ensuring successful
organ and tissue donations,
saving the lives of thousands
of transplant recipients each
year. Specifically, Overman
has built and implemented a
software program to increase
donation through his office
for non-hospital electronic
referrals. He also provides
continuing education to CORE
team members and speaks
with PA legislators to enhance
the
Uniform
Anatomical
Gift Act. Most importantly,
according to CORE President
and CEO Susan Stuart,
Overman always makes the
wishes of donation a priority
when he is investigating
deaths.

CHANGES TO UNOS
LIVER ALLOCATION
POLICIES PUT ON
HOLD UNTIL END
OF THE YEAR
The
OPTN/UNOS
Liver
and
Intestinal
Organ
Transplantation
Committee
continues work on liver
distribution policy, specifically
replacing the local donor
service area (DSA) and region
as specific units of distribution
with an alternative geographic
framework. Because work
continues, the previously
approved liver distribution
policy overhaul will not be
implemented in 2018 as
originally scheduled. The
committee plans to publish
revised NLRB and liver
distribution proposals for
special public comment in
October 2018 so that final
proposals can be considered
at a December 2018 meeting.

PARTNERS IN HEALTHCARE
RECORD NUMBER OF HOSPITALS PARTICIPATE IN
2018 HOSPITAL ORGAN DONATION CAMPAIGN

More than 1,200 hospitals across the country
participated in the 2018 Hospital Organ Donation
Campaign to promote organ, tissue and cornea
donation. This reflects a 9 percent increase over last
year’s campaign participation. Participants included
small and rural hospitals, transplant centers and large
healthcare systems.
Created by HRSA in 2001, the Workplace Partnership
for Life has grown to include a network of partner
organizations at both the national and local level
to foster efforts to increase donation. Working
with donation organizations and state hospital
associations, the hospitals conducted registration
and awareness activities in their facilities and
communities between October 2017 and April 2018.
During this time, they added nearly 23,700 donor
registrations to state registries and the Puerto Rico
registry, which includes registrations from the U.S.
Virgin Islands. The campaign has generated 443,427
registrations since its inception in 2011.
Pennsylvania has the special distinction of being the
state with the largest number of participating hospitals
that were recognized—105 in total. The Hospital and
Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania (HAP)
again partnered with the CORE and Gift of Life Donor
Program, and the Pennsylvania Department of Health
to support the 2018 HAP Donate Life Pennsylvania
Hospital Challenge.

UPMC CHILDREN’S HONORED AS TOP PEDIATRIC HOSPITAL
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
has once again been recognized as one of
the top pediatric hospitals in the country,
earning a spot on this year’s U.S. News &
World Report Honor Roll of America’s Best Children’s Hospitals. It is the 8th consecutive year UPMC
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh has appeared on the Best Children’s Hospitals list.
“We are proud to be consistently recognized as one of the best children’s hospitals in the country,” said
Christopher Gessner, president, UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. “It is rewarding for our physicians,
nurses and support staff, who every day work together with skill and passion to provide the best care for
children and adolescents with the most complex medical conditions.”
The Best Children’s Hospitals rankings highlight the top 50 U.S. pediatric hospitals in each of 10
specialties: cancer; cardiology and heart surgery; diabetes and endocrinology; gastroenterology and GI
surgery; neonatology; nephrology; neurology and neurosurgery; orthopedics; pulmonology; and urology.
The 2017-18 Best Children’s Hospitals rankings has been released online and will be published in the
“Best Hospitals 2018” guidebook, available in September.
The Best Children’s Hospitals rankings were introduced in 2007 to help families of children with rare or
life-threatening illnesses find the best medical care available. The rankings open the door to an array of
detailed information about each hospital’s performance.
The other hospitals named to the Honor Roll of Best Children’s Hospitals for 2017-18 are:
1. Boston Children’s Hospital
2. Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
3. Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
4. Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston
5. John Hopkins Children’s Center, Baltimore
6. Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
7. Ann and Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago
7. Nationwide Children’s Hospital, Columbus, Ohio
9. UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
10. Children’s National Medical Center, Washington D.C.

TRANSPLANT
RECIPIENTS
BREAK GUINNESS
WORLD RECORD®
AT TRANSPLANT
GAMES

DONATE
LIFE
DIGEST
LAWMAKERS WORK TO INCREASE ORGAN DONATION,
REDUCE THOUSANDS OF PREVENTABLE DEATHS

Addressing our nation’s dire organ
transplant shortage U.S. Representative
Matt Cartwright (D-PA) introduced the
Organ Donor Clarification Act on July 19th.
There are 115,000 people on the organ
transplant waiting list and 20 people die
every day as they wait for an organ.
This bipartisan legislation will remove
existing hurdles for donation and test out
new ways to increase donations.

Five hundred and forty
transplant
recipients
gathered in Salt Lake City
to break the Guinness
World Records title for
the largest gathering of
organ transplant recipients
as part of the Transplant
Games of America’s 25th
anniversary. The event was
organized and sponsored
by OneLegacy, the OPO
representing
southern
California. A Guinness World
Records adjudicator was
present to verify the record,
which took place prior to
the Transplant Games of
America’s closing ceremony
at the Salt Palace Convention
Center. OneLegacy originally
helped set this Guinness
World Records title in 2016
during the Donate Life Run/
Walk in Southern California,
when
314
transplant
recipients participated. This
Guinness World Records
title
attempt
included
recipients of either a heart,
intestine, kidney, liver, lung
or pancreas transplant as
well as many recipients of
multiple organ transplants.
A second attempt organized
by Baskent University in
Ankara, Turkey, gathered 438
people on May 12, 2018, to
help raise awareness for
organ donation in Turkey.
Among the 540 people who
gathered this year for the
Guinness World Records title
were members of more than
40 teams who participated
in this year’s Transplant
Games of America.

“This is life and death; 20 people die every
day because they could not survive the
wait for a viable organ,” Rep. Cartwright
said. “Kidney waiting lists in major cities can last from five to ten years, which is often longer than a
patient can survive on dialysis.”
The number of people in the United States with kidney failure has increased by nearly 20% since 2000
and there are currently over 95,000 Americans on the national waitlist for a kidney. Each year 17,000
patients receive a kidney transplant, while about 35,000 new patients are added to the kidney waiting
list. As many as 80,000 additional patients may be good candidates for kidney transplant but have never
even been listed.
This legislation removes existing barriers that donors face under current law and allows for a pilot program
to test the effectiveness of non-cash incentives to increase the supply of organs for transplantation.
Currently, organ transplantation is governed by the National Organ Transplant Act (NOTA) of 1984. This
law prohibits buying or selling organs for “valuable consideration.”
“Confusion about what constitutes valuable consideration hampers donation by scaring people away
from reimbursing organ donors for things like medical expenses and lost wages,” said Rep. Cartwright.
“Reimbursements are legal under NOTA, but the law’s lack of clarity and criminal penalties have created
uncertainty that has prevented or delayed reimbursements in many cases. Additionally, this bill will allow
experts and scientists to run pilot programs – subject to ethical review and government oversight – to
test the effect of non-cash incentives in reducing the organ transplant waiting list.”
The expanding kidney wait list has also become a burden on our nation’s finances, as costs for dialysis
and other intermediary treatments become more expensive each year. The taxpayer ends up footing the
bill through Medicare and other social service programs.
Experts project that eliminating the waiting list would save taxpayers more than $5.5 billion per year in
medical costs and billions of dollars more in savings to other social programs.
The Organ Donor Clarification Act would:
•Clarify that certain types of payments are not valuable consideration but are reimbursements for
expenses a donor incurs.
•Allow government-run pilot programs to test the effectiveness of providing non-cash incentives to
promote organ donation. These pilot programs would have to pass ethical board scrutiny, be approved
by HHS, distribute organs through the current merit-based system, and last no longer than five years.
The Organ Donor Clarification Act has been endorsed by the following organizations:
•American Medical Association
•American Liver Foundation
•Americans for Tax Reform
•American Foundation for Donation and Transplantation
•American Transplant Foundation
•Chris Klug Foundation
•Donor to Donor
•Flood Sisters Kidney Foundation
•Foundation for Kidney Transplant Research
•Transplant First Academy
•WaitList Zero
The Bill is cosponsored by the following bipartisan members of the House of Representatives:
Rep. Jason Lewis (R-MN), Rep. Sanford Bishop (D-GA), Rep. André Carson (D-IN), Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN),
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-AZ), Rep. Lynn Jenkins (R-KS), Rep. E.B. Johnson (D-TX),
Rep. Mike Kelly (R-PA), Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA), Rep. Tom Marino (R-PA), Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA), Rep.
Jared Polis (D-CO), Rep. Bill Posey (R-FL), Rep. Don Young (R-AK)

DONATION
CHAMPIONS,
CORE STAFF AND
ADVOCATES
ASKED TO PLAN
NATIONAL
DONOR SABBATH
CELEBRATIONS
IN PA, WV

ADVOCATES IN ACTION

HEART RECIPIENT RECEIVES SECOND CHANCE,
GIVES BACK TO COMMUNITY, CORE, THE CAUSE
Not even three years after receiving a heart transplant, CORE volunteer
and co-founder of Second Chance Fundraising Craig Smith suited up in
his red heart costume and finished the 3rd Annual Second Chance 5k.
Second Chance Fundraising’s flagship event was held on Saturday,
August 5th at Berwind Wayside Festival Park in St. Michael, PA and
raised thousands of dollars for CORE’s College Challenge. In 2017, the
2nd Annual Second Chance 5k raised $13,000 for the program which
registered nearly 1,000 new organ, tissue and cornea donors.
“This incredibly successful event continues to be a powerful testimonial to what someone can accomplish
when they are truly thankful for the gift of life which they have received and when they are healthy
enough to work hard to make something good happen,” said Nancy Stiger, Volunteer Coordinator at
CORE.
CORE staffers Francesca Ferrante and Brittany Grimm (pictured above) were on hand to register new
organ donors who participated in the event.

MULTIFEST CELEBRATES DIVERSITY, HONORS MINORITY DONORS
National
Donor
Sabbath
is
observed
annually
two
weekends
before
Thanksgiving, from Friday
through Sunday. This threeday observance, held this year
from November 9-11, seeks to
include the days of worship
for major religions practiced
in the United States. During
National Donor Sabbath, faith
leaders from many religions,
donor families, transplant
recipients, and donation and
transplantation professionals
participate in services and
programs to educate the
public about the need for the
life-saving and healing gifts
passed to others through
transplantation, while also
encouraging
people
to
register their decision to be
an organ, tissue and cornea
donors. We invite you to use
these downloadable resources
within your local communities
and houses of worship. These
resources include bulletin
inserts, posters, web graphics
and even a sample hymn. If you
are interested in hosting an
event in your local community,
want to find out how to get
involved in an existing event,
or would like more resources
customized with your local
state registry information,
please contact Lisa Upsher at
lupsher@core.org.

Each year, on the first weekend in August, a celebration of
ethnic diversity and multiculturalism comes to the Mountain
State and CORE is there. MultiFest, which was created in 1990,
has quickly become the largest family-oriented event in the
area. Held at Haddad Riverfront Park, the festival is packed
with great food, live music, ethnic arts & crafts and cultural
performances. It truly is one of West Virginia’s most beloved
annual celebrations.
The event coincides with National Minority Donor Awareness Week (NMDAW), an annual observance
that was created to increase awareness of the need for more organ, issue and cornea donors, especially
among minorities. Now in its 19th year, this special observance honors minorities who have been donors,
and encourages others to register as donors and take better care of their health to reduce the number
of those needing a transplant.
In just two decades, the number of U.S. multicultural deceased donors has grown exponentially from just
over 1,000 in 1996 to more than 3,000—an increase of 160% (Source: TransplantPro, United Network of
Organ Sharing).

CORE TREATS PEDIATRIC RECIPIENT CAMPERS TO ICY TREAT
For nearly 25 years, UPMC Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh’s Camp Chihopi gave pediatric liver and/
or intestinal transplant recipients from across the
country a chance to “just be kids at camp” while
surrounded and supported by others who have
experienced similar medical circumstances.
And for the third year in a row, CORE and CORE staff
members have treated the 60 campers and camp staff
to a special after-dinner treat. This year a Kona Ice
truck offered Donate Life blue and green ice.
“Camp is inspiring and energizing, for kids and staff
alike,” said George V. Mazariegos, M.D., chief, pediatric
transplantation at Children’s. “Life for transplant
patients can be filled with some tough days. Camp is a picture of what we all live for: seeing kids be
kids again.”
Camp Chihopi helps children manage and adapt to their chronic conditions while building self-esteem
and strong friendships. More than 40 staff members, many of whom are transplant recipients themselves,
assisted during the week. Children’s Hospital nurses, physician assistants, doctors and volunteers were
also on hand.
Children’s has performed more pediatric liver transplants than any other transplant center with outcomes
that are among the best in the world.

WESTERN
PA KIDNEY
SUPPORT
GROUPS

The Western PA Kidney Support
Groups needs your support.
Bringing together more than
10,000 people in the region, we
hold support groups to share
experiences and provide vital
information for our members.
In addition to connecting with
our 600 members through our
support groups, we provide
phone line support, and host
seminars and conferences, as
well as attend events to raise
awareness of our organization.
For each donation of $20 or
more, you will receive a free
T-shirt of your choice plus a
button and bumper sticker.
We have a limited selection of
sizes from S-3XL. To make a
donation, please call 412-4272969 or email Jack Silverstein
at silverjacki@yahoo.com and
include your address, as well
as which shirt size you would
like. Upon receiving a check,
your shirt, button and bumper
sticker will be shipped to your
home free of charge.

HEART
TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP

Saturday, September 29 • 12pm
Panera Bread Meeting Room
3401 Blvd of the Allies
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
The
meetings
are
open
discussion; bring your personal
victories to share, your concerns,
and your questions.
Our goal is to provide support
to pre-transplant and posttransplant
individuals
in
the physical and emotional
areas through discussion. The
information shared is personal
and should be kept private
within the support group.
To attend, please contact Tom at
t.meshanko@verizon.net.

UPCOMING EVENTS
CORE C ALENDAR: core.org/calendar-of-events

Living Donor

Champion
The Journey Starts Here

Living Donor Champion Workshop
If you are in need of a liver transplant, every
moment spent on the waiting list is critical.
A living donor transplant may be a lifesaving
solution to getting you off of the waiting list
and back to being healthy.
A Champion may be a friend, family member,
co-worker, or anyone else who is willing to provide
emotional support for someone on the transplant
waiting list. They can help by taking the lead
in finding and securing a suitable living donor.
A Champion’s role includes:
• Finding a living donor in a timely fashion

• Offering support and inspiration through this
difficult journey
You and a family member or friend are invited
to attend a free educational workshop to learn
about the living donor transplant process,
the benefits, and the resources available to
find a living donor.
To learn more and for updates on upcoming
Champion events, please visit
UPMC.com/LivingDonorChampion.
Like us on Facebook and join the conversation about living
donor transplants. Facebook.com/LivingDonorTransplant

• Connecting and talking with as many
people as possible so that an appropriate
match can be found
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We are limited to 144 golfers
Reservations are on a first-come, first-serve basis

Please fill out attached registration form & return with payment
Or register and pay online at our website www.jamesonsarmy.org




Please contact Danielle McKain with questions daniellemckain@jamesonsarmy.org
or 412-867-7565


Make a difference in the lives of those waiting,
donor families and recipients all over western
Pennsylvania and West Virginia by becoming a
CORE Advocate. To register, contact the CORE
volunteer coordinator at 412-963-3550.

