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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
SUSAN STUART, CENTER FOR ORGAN RECOVERY & EDUCATION CEO

I’m writing you on what is a happy occasion and a hopeful moment: The 
Donate Life Act is now law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

This legislation was first introduced in 2010, and through years of hard work, 
compromise and collaboration — as well as the support of the House and 
Senate leadership, and the longstanding advocacy of Senator Greenleaf and 
Representative Petrarca — we are pleased that Pennsylvania can continue 
to be a leader in the field of donation and transplantation. 

This is, no doubt, a victory for CORE — but more so for the 7,347 
Pennsylvanians on the national transplant waiting list who now have 
renewed hope of a second chance at life, and for so many grieving donor 
families who will now be safeguarded the opportunity of donation. 

Specifically, this much-needed update to the state’s 1994 organ donation 
law will now require a coroner to issue a written statement providing the reason why he or she intends 
to deny recovery of all eligible organs when a death is under investigation. This update respects the 
authority of state coroners and protects criminal investigations, while also safeguarding the wishes of 
each donor or their family. I believe that the more rigorous documentation and discussion required 
for a denial, which this law outlines, will translate into more organs available for transplant. The 
legislation also updates living will and healthcare power of attorney documents to authorize limited 
use of artificial support to preserve the opportunity for donation. 

The new law will also increase the voluntary contribution from $1 to $3, which motorists can make 
to The Governor Robert P. Casey Memorial Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness Trust Fund — the 
primary funding source for statewide education campaigns about organ, tissue and cornea donation 
as well as support services for Pennsylvania donor families. In recent years, the fund has been facing 
insolvency due to a decline in contributions and it’s our hope that the $2 increase can make up for this 
gap. 

Finally, while the Organ & Tissue Donation Awareness (OTDA) Project — which gives grants to secondary 
schools throughout the commonwealth who incorporate donation into their curriculums — has been in 
place for more than two decades, the passage of this legislation will likely bolster the project’s scope 
and effectiveness, because the law now requires the PA Department of Education to provide a model 
curriculum about organ donation for use in grades 9 through 12.

While I find great joy in this win, please make no mistake, our work is not done. This legislation alone, 
as important as it is, remains insufficient when we consider the staggering number of Pennsylvanians 
who are right now waiting for a life-saving organ transplant. That’s why CORE, along with our OPO 
colleagues at Gift of Life Donor Program, our fellow members of the Governor’s Organ Donation 
Advisory Committee, and our partners at Donate Life PA, will continue to work on behalf of those 7,347 
Pennsylvanians who are waiting for a transplant by focusing on what we do best — saving and healing 
lives through organ, tissue and cornea donation. 

Let me conclude by thanking all of you for the roles you have played in making the Donate Life PA 
Act possible: the lawmakers, who have remained committed to this law through countless legislative 
sessions; our volunteer and supporters, who have given so much of your time — calling, emailing, visiting 
your lawmakers, telling your deeply personal stories; our CORE staff, who are making substantial, life-
saving contributions to our mission every single day; and our hospital partners, who are not only saving 
lives, but creating a culture of donation in their own hospitals and communities. You exemplified our 
CORE values and I want you to know that your unwavering dedication and commitment to our common 
cause — year after year — did not go unnoticed.  

As I said at the outset of this CEO Message, this is a happy and a hopeful occasion, and one for which 
I am profoundly grateful. 

OCTOBER STATISTICS
National Waiting List: 115,017

CORE Waiting List: 2,534

Univ of Pgh Medical Center . . . . . . . . . 1,011 

VA Pgh Healthcare System . . . . . . . . . .  696 

Allegheny General Hospital . . . . . . . . .  479 

UPMC Children's Hosp of Pittsburgh. .  . 150 

Charleston Area Medical Ctr . . . . . . . . .  151

UPMC Hamot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47

Every 10 minutes, another name is added 
to the waiting list. 

• On average, 20 people will
pass each day waiting for
their life- saving transplant. 

• Ninety percent of Americans
say they support donation,
yet only 30 percent know the
essential steps to take to be
a donor.

• One organ and tissue donor
can save 8 lives and heal up
to 75 individuals.



CORE FOCUS
CORE HONORS WV DONORS, DONOR FAMILIES

A donor family participating in making the sand sculpture.

CORE honored donor families and remembered 
those who gave the selfless gift of life during 
A Special Place ceremony, held Saturday, Sept.  
24 at the Clay Center in Charleston, West 
Virginia.

“A Special Place ceremony reminds us that 
when these people made the decision to 
become an organ, tissue and cornea donor, they 
also became important to so many others,” said 
Susan Stuart, President and CEO, CORE. “They 
became a moment of hope for a family. They 
became a lifeline for a recipient. They 
became a permanent special place in this 
world; a place we will always honor.”

Now in its sixth year, the event was held 
for the families of organ, tissue and cornea 
donors who have saved or improved lives of 
transplant patients in the past year. In West 
Virginia last year, there were 41 organ donors, 
249 tissue donors and 208 cornea donors. The 
166 transplants performed in West Virginia 
enabled many to receive a second chance for 
a better life.

Guest speakers included Jim Kelly, Board 
of Directors, Chair, CORE; Ronald L. Jones, 
kidney recipient from West Virginia; donor 
mom Hilda Halstead; and waiting list 
candidate Debbie Donnellan. In addition, 
the ceremony featured musical 
performances by bagpiper Steve 
Hendricks, Dirk Johnson and Lauren 
Johnson — all West Virginians. 

Prior to the ceremony, family members 
pinned quilt squares they made to 
remember their loved one.  To close the 
event, donor families released butterflies to 
symbol the lasting legacy that donation 
offers after a loved one’s death.

Donor mother Hilda Halstead.

A donor family member at the butterfly release. 

CORE VALUES
INTEGRITY

CORE would not exist 
without the trust and 

support of the community it 
serves. 

COMPASSION
CORE honors its donors and 

donor families. 
QUALITY

CORE upholds stringent 
clinical standards to ensure 

the quality of donated 
organs and tissue. 

RESPONSIVENESS
CORE operates in a fast-

paced, detail-oriented way.
EDUCATION

CORE recognizes that 
education is needed to 
uphold public trust and 

for the public we serve to 
make informed donation 

decisions. 
INNOVATION

CORE is a long-standing 
pioneer in the organ and 
tissue procurement field. 

RESPECT
CORE has respect for both 

death and life. 
LIFE

CORE values the legacy of 
life our donors have left and 

the second chance at life 
that transplant recipients 

have as a result.

CORE VISION
Every potential donor 
will make a Pledge 
for Life.

CORE MISSION
The Center for Organ 
Recovery & Education 
(CORE) is a non-profit 
organization dedicated 
to promoting 
donation, education, 
and research for the 
purpose of saving and 
improving 
the quality of life 
through organ, 
tissue, and cornea
transplantation.

CORE, DLPA, UPMC HAMOT TAKE HOME PINNACLE AWARD
Hospital/Healthcare 
Pinnacle Award: 

Collaborating to Increase 
Designations Through 

Scan Technology; 
Center for Organ 

Recovery & Education 
(CORE), UPMC Hamot

Media Pinnacle Award: 
“Which Side Are You On?” 

Awareness Campaign; 
Donate Life Pennsylvania

Awards were given out at 
the Donate Life America 
Annual Conference in 
Portland, Oregon. 



RECIPIENTS 
ACCOMPANY AST 
LEADERSHIP TO 

CAPITOL HIL

TRANSPLANT SPOTLIGHT
FACE TRANSPLANT HIGHLIGHTED IN NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

In a world that seems increasingly 
obsessed with image, National 
Geographic has unveiled an exclusive 
and powerful new story, over two years 
in the making, that asks the question: 
‘Are we our faces?’

To follow the story of Katie Stubblefield, 
the youngest face transplant recipient 
in U.S. history, a team of National 
Geographic journalists was given 
unprecedented access by the Cleveland 
Clinic to document Katie’s journey and 
detail a full-face transplant procedure 
in a way that has never before been 
done. 

The story is featured on the cover of the 
September 2018 edition of National 
Geographic and is available now at 
natgeo.com/face. National Geographic 
has also released a 22-minute 
documentary, “Katie’s New Face.”

The Cleveland Clinic performed the full-
face transplant over the course of a 31-
hour procedure in 2017. Writer Joanna 
Connors, as well as photographers 
Maggie Steber and Pittsburgh-based 
Lynn Johnson, together spent hundreds 
of hours with Katie, her parents and 
doctors over a period of more than two 

years, documenting Katie’s story at the Cleveland Clinic, throughout many surgeries, and 
ongoing as she continues her recovery.

“‘The Story of a Face’ is about hope and resilience, identity, the power of a family’s love and 
devotion to their daughter, and the medical miracle that gives Katie Stubblefield a second 
chance at life,” said Susan Goldberg, Editorial Director of National Geographic Partners and 
Editor-in-Chief of National Geographic magazine. “It is told with the unparalleled visual 
storytelling that National Geographic is known for and uniquely connects audiences to 
the deeply human story behind the science, thanks to the bravery of Katie and her family 
who gave us unfettered access to share their journey with the world. The result is an 
extraordinary look at a breakthrough scientific procedure that will make you question 
how you think about the relationship between outward appearance and our inner selves.”

Katie’s face transplant surgery was paid for by the U.S. Department of Defense through 
the Armed Forces Institute of Regenerative Medicine, in an effort to improve treatment 
for service members who are wounded in battle and come back with similar injuries. As 
such, Katie’s face transplant surgery has made her a lifelong experiment for the treatment 
of ballistic trauma to the face.

Trauma to Katie’s face occurred on March 25, 2014, when Katie was 18 years old, by a self-
inflicted gunshot wound. Katie received a full-face transplant starting May 4, 2017. Katie 
was 21 years old at that time, making her the youngest full-face transplant recipient in 
the United States.

Katie was on the transplant list for over a year before a donor was found. Adrea Schneider, a 
31-year-old woman who had recently passed away, was a match. Her grandmother, Sandra
Bennington, made the decision to donate Adrea’s face to Katie. Adrea was a registered
organ donor whose heart, lungs, kidneys and liver were also donated and saved lives
across the United States.

“The Story of a Face,” from the September 2018 issue of National Geographic magazine, is 
available online now at these online sources: natgeo.com/face

On October 3, members of 
AST’s leadership went to 
Washington, DC to meet 
with key legislators about 
the Dialysis PATIENTS 
Demonstration Act and 
Living Donor Protection Act. 
The AST invited members 
of the transplant patient 
community to share their 
personal end-stage renal 
disease and transplant stories. 
The AST brought three kidney 
recipients and a kidney-
pancreas candidate to over a 
dozen Congressional offices. 
The Society plans to include 
transplant recipients on 
future trips to Capitol Hill. The 
AST has opposed the Dialysis 
PATIENTS Demonstration Act, 
as it could create serious, 
unintended consequences for 
potential kidney transplant 
recipients. If enacted, we 
believe the PATIENTS Act 
will limit patient choice 
and compromise access and 
referral to transplantation. For 
more information on how the 
AST is advocating, check out 
the AST Public Policy page.

PITTSBURGH
SURGEONS 

TRANSPLANTING 
HIV PATIENTS

It’s all thanks to the 2015 
“Hope Act.” It allows 
research into transplanting 
organs from HIV-positive 
donors into HIV-positive 
recipients. UPMC is one of 
about 20 hospitals in 
the country right now 
taking part in the Hope 
trial, testing kidney and 
liver transplants. “For us, 
it’s very satisfying and 
fulfilling,” said Dr. Amit 
Tevar, a transplant 
surgeon at UPMC. “To see 
Pittsburgh again as leaders 
in the field.”



HONORING WV 
HOSPITALS 
FOR THEIR 

CONTRIBUTIONS

PUMP  

PUMPKINS ON 
PARADE AT WVU 
MEDICINE RUBY 

MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL

PARTNERS IN HEALTHCARE 
HOSPITAL LEADERS PLEDGE SUPPORT FOR DONATE LIFE FLOAT

The 2019 Donate Life Rose Parade Float.

Leaders from hospitals in CORE’s western 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia service 
region are signing rose vials that will be 
placed on the Donate Life Rose Parade® 
float featured at the 2019 Tournament of 
Roses® Parade.

Celebrating its 16th year of participating 
in the parade, the Donate Life Rose Parade 
float is the centerpiece of a national 
effort of more than 50 organizations to 
reach a broad audience with the simple, 
life-giving message that donation saves 
and heals lives. 

This year’s float entry, Rhythm of the 
Heart, reflects the parade’s theme of The 
Melody of Life. The float celebrates the 
power of music in bringing us together. 
Perhaps no act is more emblematic of 
bringing people together than the act 
of donation; a single organ donor can 
save the lives of up to eight people and 
improve the lives of as many as 75 more 
by donating their corneas and tissue.

Donor families are honored to see their 
loved ones’ floral images, or floragraphs, 
highlighted as part of the float. Twenty-
six living donors or transplant recipients 
will ride or walk beside the float; the 
recipients will be honoring their donors 
whose generosity has saved and healed 
lives.  

As the world’s most visible campaign 
to inspire organ, tissue and cornea 
donation, the Donate Life Rose Parade 
float inspires viewers to help the over 
one million people in need of transplants 
each year.

“More than a quarter of a million life-
saving transplants have been performed 
in the United States over the last thirty 
years, but tragically, 20 people still die 
each day waiting for a life-saving organ 
transplant,” said Susan Stuart, president 
and CEO, CORE. “We hope the Donate Life 
Rose Parade float will call attention to 
the importance of registering as a donor, 
and we are inspired these hospitals 
have symbolized their commitment to 
donation by signing a rose vial to adorn 
the float.”

The 2019 Donate Life Rose Parade float, 
Rhythm of the Heart, highlights the 
musical diversity and rhythms of Africa.  
Featured on the float will be a giant 
marimba drum from Ghana and an exotic 
kora drum from Burkina Faso. The kora 
and marimba play important parts in 
the passing down of stories of previous 
generations in song.  Djembe drums from 
Senegal along with a Kuba drum from 
the Congo will carefully integrate 44 
floral portraits in their beautiful design, 
honoring the brave lives of deceased 
donors. 

A team full of superheroes: 
CORE and Donate Life West 
Virginia staff members at 
the West Virginia 
Hospital Challenge awards 
luncheon.

Titusville Hospital CEO Lee Clinton and CORE Professional 
Services Liaison Janelle Rzodkiewicz.

Uniontown Hospital CEO Steven Handy and CORE Professional 
Services Liasison Angie Hockman.

AHN West Penn Hospital CEO Ron Andro. 

anichols
Highlight



NEW DONATE 
LIFE PINS NOW 

AVAILABLE
DONATE LIFE DIGEST 

DLPA, DLWV HONORS OUR DMV PARTNERS

From left: Gift of Life Donor Program volunteer/kidney recipient 
Lukeman Harvey with Kurt J. Meyers, Deputy Secretary of 

Driver and Vehicle Services/Pa. Department of Transportation, 
and CORE Executive Administrative Coordinator and heart 

recipient Brittany Grimm with a certificate of thanks for DMV 
Appreciation Week in Harrisburg on Sept. 25.

After conducting surveys 
with partner organizations 
this spring, we added 
five new lapel pin types 
to our current collection. 
They feature the names 
of some of our clinical 
partners: Coordinator, 
Nurse, Physician, Social 
Worker and Surgeon. The 
pins are now available to 
order in any quantity on the 
Donate Life Public Store at 
DonationMerchandise.com. 
They can also be ordered 
in bulk through Members.
DonationMerchandise.com.

Beginning September 26, 
you may order the 2018 
Donate Life Holiday Cards 
from the Donate Life Print 
Shop. The cards fold to 7x5” 
and may be customized. 
Collectible (and matching!) 
Donate Life ornaments will 
be available once again. The 
cards and the ornaments 
will also be available for 
individual purchase on 
DonationMerchandise.com 
in late October.

DLA HOLIDAY 
CARDS! 

CORE celebrated DMV Appreciation 
Week recently to honor our front-line 
photo license technicians who have 
registered more than 130 million donors 
nationally. 

More than fifty license centers in 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia received 
certificates of appreciation from CORE. 

"How the DMV is helping save lives" — 
a guest editorial that was published 
in the newspapers throughout our 
region including the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette, was co-authored by Gift of Life 
President & CEO Howard M. Nathan 
and CORE CEO Susan A. Stuart. 

Please stop by your local DMV 
and say "thank you" to our photo 
license technicians. Our DMV 
partnerships remain the primary 
source of donor registrations.



CORE ADVOCATE 
HONORED AS 
HEALTHCARE 

HERO

ADVOCATES IN ACTION 
HEART RECIPIENT RAISES AWARENESS FULL-TIME

Second Chance Fundraising Marketing Coordinator Derek 
Partsch (left) and Executive Director Craig Smith pause for a 

photo at Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center. 

By Dave Sutor
The Tribune Democrat

Craig Smith has recently taken on an 
alter ego.

He, at times, transforms into Pumper, 
a heart-shaped mascot who attends 
events and does fun things in social 
media videos, such as learning how to 
play roller derby, all with the mission of 
raising awareness about the importance 
of organ donation.

As both Pumper and himself, Smith 
represents Second Chance Fundraising, a 
nonprofit organization he founded after    
receiving his own heart transplant years     
ago this month.

“It really helped bring awareness on social media because you see a video of a guy in a heart 
costume whitewater rafting or jumping off a cliff, it makes you watch the video twice and ask, 
‘Why is he doing this?’ Hopefully it will lead you to the story and will lead you to think about 
organ donation,” said Smith, who has been able to fund the videos thanks to a grant from the 
1889 Foundation.

Pumper has temporarily been placed on the injured reserve list, though, after Smith broke bones 
in his leg when he crashed while skateboarding in the costume.

“It’s kind of a cool story already – at least in our opinions – recipient out there in a heart costume 
trying to raise awareness by doing all of this goofy stuff,” Smith said. “. . . And then you add the part 
about oh, by the way, he also shattered his leg from the knee down. That adds a little bit to it.”

Smith has launched a campaign to bring Second Chance Fundraising to the attention of “The 
Ellen DeGeneres Show,” which often features segments about organ donation.

He is encouraging supporters to contact the show and mention the organization’s mission and 
how he broke his leg while wearing the costume, since it is something out of the ordinary.

“I’ve had about 15 write emails, and then we’re going to do a social media push, too,” Smith said.

Smith runs Second Chance Fundraising with his friend Derek Partsch, a fellow 2006 Forest Hills 
High School graduate.

“I knew how important it was to him to want to give back,” Partsch said. “Organ donation isn’t 
really something that’s talked about. People don’t like to talk about it unless they have to. We 
have a pretty wide net of connections and support, especially here locally, that we kind of use all 
the time for different events and things.”

They raise attention and money by hosting entertaining events, such as 5-kilometer runs, cornhole 
tournaments and bowling contests, along with other activities involving the Center for Organ 
Recovery & Education, a Pittsburgh-based organization.

“We want to make organ donation a little more in the forefront of what people talk about and 
try to do it in a fun way,” Partsch said. “All of our events are designed to be fun and have a good 
time. You’re kind of masking the sadness behind organ donation.”

Smith needed the transplant after he contracted viral cardiomyopathy at age 26.

Partsch said his friend “handled it in a way that a lot of people probably wouldn’t have. He just 
kind of went with it,” Partsch said. “There was no ‘woe is me.’ There was no ‘oh, feel bad for me.’ ”

Needing the transplant led to Smith getting involved in nonprofit activity.

“It puts it in perspective a little bit better for people,” Smith said. “To be quite honest, I wasn’t 
an organ donor until after I received mine. I signed up then. It wasn’t anything I was against 
necessarily. It was just something I never really thought about.

Partsch and Smith, who both grew up in Sidman, also consider the organization’s work to be a 
tribute to three of their friends who died when they were growing up together.

“Not only are we honoring Craig’s donor for being a donor, and we’re honoring Craig and his 
second chance, but we’re using Craig’s second chance to go do things that our friends who passed 
away didn’t get to do,” Partsch said. “That’s kind of one of my favorite parts about it.”

**Dave Sutor is a reporter for The Tribune-Democrat. He can be reached at (814) 532-5056. 
Follow him on Twitter @Dave_Sutor. This story originally appeared in the Tribune Democrat 
online. To read the orginal article, click here. 

Heart recipient and CORE 
volunteer Craig Smith was 
honored as a 2018 Pittsburgh 
Business Times Health Care 
Hero because of his tireless 
work to register new donors 
and save lives. Through his 
nonprofit, Second Chance 
Fundraising, Craig has raised 
more than $20,000 for CORE 
efforts to educate the public 
and register new organ, tissue 
and cornea donors. Craig was 
nominated by Allegheny Health 
Network; he receied his heart 
transplant at AGH. 

HONORING 
OUR VETERANS
On Veterans Day, we honor 
those who have served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Thank you to 
our nation’s veterans for your 
bravery and sacrifice. Brendan 
is a soldier who lost his limbs 
in Iraq. A double arm transplant 
restored his independence and 
freedom.



TEAM ALLEGHENIES TRANSPLANTTEAM 
TRANSPLANT 

ANNIVERSARIES
Tina Rothermel – Kidney/
Pancreas – November 1, 1999

Kathie Hunt - Pancreas – 
November 2, 2006

Craig Beary – Double Lung – 
November 3, 2017

Mark A. Nolf – Double Lung – 
November 4, 2014

Laura Baker – Heart – 
November 6, 2014

Lora Wilson – Living Donor – 
Kidney – November 8, 2006

Heather Dotterer – Double 
Lung – November 8, 2016

Ron Gooden – Heart – 
November 11, 2011

Kelly Noyes – Living Donor – 
Kidney – November 14, 2017

Rich Morgan – Kidney – 
November 17, 1999

Marty Brown - Heart – 
November 21, 2016

My name is Craig Beary. I am the recipient of a double lung 
transplant on November 3, 2017 at UPMC Presbyterian in 
Pittsburgh, PA. I am a graduate of Clarion University with 
a degree in Communications. I turned 32 this past January 
and look forward to many more birthdays thanks to a 
selfless act by my donor. 

Before I needed a transplant, I was a three-sport athlete in 
high school and competed in intramural sports in college. 
After my Junior year of college, I began experiencing 
symptoms of jaundice, bleeding and abnormal bloodwork.I 
had Aplastic Anemia and my bone marrow wasn’t 
functioning properly. I was dependent on blood and platelet 
transfusions for nearly two years. In May 2008, I had a stem 
cell transplant at UPMC Shadyside. The cells came from an 
unrelated donor that I later found out was from Germany. 
Only a few months after this stem cell transplant, I was told the transplant cured my Aplastic Anemia. 
This was not the only outcome. My cells and the donor cells caused me to have GVHD or Graft vs. Host 
Disease or rejection like symptoms. 

These symptoms included rejection on my lips, inside my mouth, tongue, esophagus and eventually 
reached my lungs. The effects from rejection were slow and over time, my body started to deteriorate. 
I couldn’t eat or drink much of anything. Taking my medication was difficult. My weight went from 210 
lbs. down to 121 lbs.. I was frail. After three years of no luck with treatments, I began Photopheresis. 
This treatment saved my life at that time and let me live somewhat normal again with mostly all the 
rejection reversed other than my lungs.

I was listed for a lung transplant on August 19, 2017. I received three calls within three weeks of each 
other, but it was not my time to receive a new set of lungs. On November 2, 2018, I was finishing my 
shift at work. I am a 9-1-1 dispatcher. My cell phone rang; it was time to get to the hospital. This 
time, the lungs I was being called for were the set I was meant to have. I went into surgery the 
following day and woke up to my mother, father and then girlfriend with me in ICU. 

While the lung transplant was the most difficult period in my life, the outcome has been more than 
I could ask for. I was able to return home, complete pulmonary rehab and resume activities I hadn’t 
done in years. I can travel and get around without worrying about breathing. I was also able to 
return to work and have a life outside of work. I also proposed to my girlfriend and we are planning 
a wedding. 

I am beyond grateful for the choice my donor made.

MY TRANSPLANT STORY
BY CRAIG BEARY

UPCOMING 
TEAM 

BIRTHDAYS
November 3rd
Craig Beary - Recipient

November 4th
Nancy Iacurci - Supporter
Chelsie Sobecki - Supporter

November 5th
Michelle Christenson - 
Supporter

November 11th
Donna Meshanko - Supporter

November 13th
Alissa Hildebrand - Supporter

November 15th
Georgene Thomas - Recipient

November 17th
Dan Rothermel - Supporter
Mari Jo Meyers - Supporter

November 19th
Bill Krebs - Supporter

November 23rd
Fred Hunt - Supporter

November 24th
Nathan Miller – Donor Family

November 25th
Susan Greenfield - Supporter

November 28th
Butch Grimm - Supporter

TEAM ELECTION RESULTS

Team Co-Presidents:
Kathy Jacobs, Donor/Recipient Family 
Colleen Grimm,  Recipient Family

Team Secretary:
Jody Miller, Donor Mom

Team Member-at-Large:
Jim Uhrig, Lung Recipient

November 2018



UPCOMING EVENTS
WESTERN 
PA KIDNEY 
SUPPORT 
GROUPS

The Western PA Kidney Support 
Groups needs your support.  
Bringing together more than 
10,000 people in the region, we 
hold support groups to share 
experiences and provide  vital 
information for our members.  
In addition to connecting with 
our 600 members through our 
support groups, we provide 
phone line support, and host 
seminars and conferences, as 
well as attend events to raise 
awareness of our organization.  
For each donation of $20 or 
more, you will receive a free 
T-shirt of your choice plus a
button and bumper sticker.  
We have a limited selection of
sizes from S-3XL.   To make a
donation, please call 412-427-
2969 or email Jack Silverstein
at silverjacki@yahoo.com and
include your address, as well
as which shirt size you would
like.  Upon receiving a check, 
your shirt, button and bumper
sticker will be shipped to your
home free of charge.

HEART 
TRANSPLANT 

SUPPORT GROUP

Saturday, October 27• 11am

CORE
204 Sigma Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15238

The meetings are open 
discussion; bring your personal 
victories to share, your concerns, 
and your questions. 

Our goal is to provide support 
to pre-transplant and post-
transplant individuals in 
the physical and emotional 
areas through discussion. The 
information shared is personal 
and should be kept private 
within the support group.

To attend, please contact Tom at 
t.meshanko@verizon.net.

In celebration of National Donor Sabbath in November, CORE would like to 
highlight the inspirational stories of our advocates. If you’re a donor family, living 

donor or transplant recipient, CORE invites you to be part of a special, meaningful 
conversation on how your faith has affected your donation story, which will be 

videotaped and broadcast on CORE’s social media channels. 

Friday, October 26, 2018
2 p.m. -4 p.m.

204 SIGMA DRIVE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15238 
RSVP: lupsher@core.org  412-963-3550

Make a difference in the lives of those waiting, donor 
families and recipients all over western Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia by becoming a CORE advocate. To 
register, contact the CORE volunteer coordinator at 
412-963-3550.




