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Each year, Donate Life America develops a theme for National Donate
Life Month, celebrated in April.

Message from the CEO

This year Donate Life America was inspired by bicycles and the phrase
“life is a beautiful ride.” It’s an especially fitting theme when you think
of the donation and transplantation journey or, ride, that so many
transplant recipients, donor families and waiting list candidates know
all too well.

CORE Focus
National Donate Life Month

Advocates in Action

While National Donate Life Month is a time when we make a collective
push to encourage everyone to make a pledge for life and register to be
a donor, CORE finds enormous privilege each and every day in being a
part of the journeys of our donor families, recipients, living donors and
waiting list candidates.

Partners in Healthcare

A bicycle also serves as a symbol of advancement. And there is no doubt
that for CORE, April was a month marked by progress. Together with
our hospital and community partners, CORE staff and Advocates, and
through more than 120 awareness events, CORE was able to advance our mission to save and enhance
lives.
A Donate Life Organization

CORE

mission
The Center for
Organ Recovery &
Education (CORE)
is a nonprofit
organization
dedicated to
promoting
donation,
education, and
research for the
purpose of saving
and improving
the quality of life
through organ,
tissue, and cornea
transplantation.

It is only through these collaborative efforts that we can work toward providing a second chance at life
to the more than 113,000 men, women and children who wait on the national transplant waiting list.
For all that hard work and dedication, I must extend a special thanks to everyone who took the time
and made the effort to help CORE accomplish our life-saving mission in April. I was astounded by the
devotion, enthusiasm and commitment shown by so many.
You are continuing life’s beautiful ride.
Susan Stuart
President/CEO, CORE

CORE VISION: Every Potential Donor Will Make a Pledge for Life

CORE VALUES
INTEGRITY: CORE would not exist without the trust and support of the community it serves.
COMPASSION: CORE honors its donors and donor families.
QUALITY: CORE upholds stringent clinical standards to ensure the quality of donated organs and tissue.
RESPONSIVENESS: CORE operates in a fast-paced, detail-oriented manner.
EDUCATION: CORE recognizes that education is needed to uphold public trust and for the public we
serve to make informed donation decisions.
INNOVATION: CORE is a long-standing pioneer in the organ and tissue procurement field.
RESPECT: CORE has respect for both death and life.
LIFE: Most importantly, we value the legacy of life our donors have left and the second chance at life that
transplant recipients have as a result.

‘BURDEN OF
GENIUS’ FILM
GIVES VIEWERS A
HISTORY LESSON
ON TRANSPLANT

CORE FOCUS

CORE PREMIERES STARZL DOCUMENTARY AT RANGOS GIANT
CINEMA IN HONOR OF NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

Captivating interviews, fascinating
archival footage, and heartwarming
stories from doctors, organ donors,
and transplant recipients served as
the foundation for the new, riveting
documentary about legendary
Pittsburgher Dr. Thomas E. Starzl.
Highlighting
the
magnificent
journey of the first surgeon to
conduct a human liver transplant,
the film’s first public run in
Pittsburgh marked National Donate
Life Month and took place from
April 12 through April 18 at the
Carnegie Science Center’s Rangos
Giant Cinema.
The first screenings, on Friday,
April 12, coincided with National
Blue and Green Day, a holiday that
promotes the success of organ, eye,
and tissue transplantation and the
need for registered donors.
Throughout the run of the film,
CORE hosted donor drive tables
where visitors could learn more
about organ donation and sign
up to become a donor. Those who
registered received a coupon for
a free popcorn at the concession
stand.

Burden of Genius: Dr. Thomas
Starzl’s Journey into Organ Transplantation sheds light on how this maverick medical pioneer took what
was once science fiction and turned it into an everyday medical miracle. Starzl overcame seemingly
impossible obstacles to revolutionize transplantation, which has saved the lives of over 750,000 patients
and changed modern medicine.
“At almost every screening, audience members have come up to us and have told us how they were so
moved by the film that they are changing their organ donation status,” said producer Carl Kurlander.
“Even we were not prepared for the powerful reaction to this story and that is the greatest tribute to Dr.
Starzl and his legacy.”
Considered the “father of transplantation,” Starzl performed the world’s first successful liver transplant in
1967, but it wasn’t until he came to the University of Pittsburgh in 1981 that he perfected what was still
considered an experimental procedure. This medical breakthrough helped what was then a Steel City
struggling to reinvent itself become “the transplant capital of the world.”
During the making of Burden of Genius, the filmmakers sat down with Starzl for a week of interviews
and had full access to the Thomas E. Starzl Institute archives. They interviewed numerous Starzl surgical
fellows, who have gone on to run transplant centers around the world. Additionally, the crew talked
with transplant recipients including David Crosby, musician; Jamie Redford, screenwriter and son of actor
Robert Redford; and Larry Kramer, playwright and activist who was part of a pilot program Starzl ran in
the 1980s on AIDS patients. Pittsburgh’s own David McCullough also appears in the film and discusses
Starzl’s place in history as one of the true heroes of the 20th century.
Burden of Genius has played to sold-out film festival audiences all over the world, winning Best
Documentary prizes at the Cleveland International Film Festival and the Raw Science Film Festival in Los
Angeles.

LATEST STATISTICS
National Waiting List: 113,661
CORE Waiting List: 2,433
Univ of Pgh Medical Center. . . . . . . . . 1,001
VA Pgh Healthcare System. . . . . . . . . . . . 700
Allegheny General Hospital . . . . . . . . . . 432
UPMC Children’s Hosp of Pgh. . . . . . . . . 135
Charleston Area Medical Ctr. . . . . . . . . . . 94
UPMC Hamot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71
Every 10 minutes, another name is
added to the waiting list.
•

On average, 20 people will pass
each day waiting for their lifesaving transplant.

•

Ninety percent of Americans say
they support donation, yet only 30
percent know the essential steps to
take to be a donor.

•

One organ and tissue donor can
save 8 lives and heal up to 75
individuals.

CORE JOINS
AOPO FOR DC
ADVOCACY DAY

CORE FOCUS

WEST VIRGINIANS CAN NOW REGISTER TO BE A DONOR
ON THEIR HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES

CORE is excited to share that
the state of West Virginia
has recently passed a law
requiring the Department of
Natural Resources to include
an organ donor designation
option on all hunting and
fishing licenses sold within the
state of West Virginia.

According to CORE’s legal and
legislative advisor, Michael
Kenney, who spearheaded
the project along with board
member Joe Lechnauchyn,
this is a huge step in building
a registry of those who, upon
their death, have already indicated and authorized their status as a donor, and may help end deaths on
the waiting list.
West Virginia is among a handful of states who in recent years have adopted this innovative registration
option — making WV a leader in, what we all hope, will become a best practice nationwide. CORE hopes
to work with our partners at Donate Life PA to pass similar legislation in the commonwealth.
The passage of this legislation is, no doubt, a victory for West Virginia as a whole — but especially for the
nearly 500 West Virginians who are desperately waiting and who now, because of SB 613, have renewed
hope of a second chance at life.
Currently, more than half of Americans are registered as organ, tissue and cornea donors; in West Virginia
that number is significantly lower with only 35% registered.

CORE CHOOSES GATESMAN AS NEW AD AGENCY
Gatesman has been named agency-of-record
(AOR) as part of a three-year contract with CORE.
In that role, Gatesman will handle marketing and
public relations for the organization.
April 10 and 11 were beautiful
days in Washington, D.C. The sun
was shining, the weather was
warm, there was no rain, and
there were still cherry blossoms
on the trees. What made these
two days all the better were the
great meetings and connections
that Association of Organ
Procurement
Organizations
(AOPO) members had with
Senate and Representative
offices, the engagement they
had with each other, information
learned, and opportunities
created. More than 300 meetings
were attended! CORE Legal and
Legislative Advisor Michael
Kenney was able to meet with the
four U.S. Senators who represent
West Virginia and Pennsylvania,
respectively, as well as a handful
of members of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

“CORE is a remarkable organization with an
unwavering commitment to bettering and saving
lives,” said Shannon Baker, President, Gatesman.
“We’re both honored and thrilled to support its
mission and to create marketing solutions that
not only amplify the importance of this cause, but
also inspire people to take action and to become
registered donors.”
As CORE’s strategic marketing communications agency, Gatesman is tasked with launching a campaign
that increases understanding of the donation process, evokes trust and drives action from key target
audiences to increase the number of registered organ donors in western Pennsylvania and West Virginia.
“CORE’s mission is really important and powerful, and as their agency partner, it’s our job to develop
a campaign that delivers that mission to the right audiences at the right time,” said Julie Allard, EVP,
executive creative director, Gatesman. “We’re confident that through strategically targeted and attentiongetting creative activations, we can assist CORE in spreading awareness of this cause, while also increasing
education and registrations.”
With offices in Pittsburgh, Chicago, and Springfield, Mo., Gatesman offers expertise in strategy/branding,
advertising, public relations, social media, digital and analytics. Gatesman is a partner in AMIN Worldwide,
an alliance of over 50 independent marketing agencies, and IPREX, a global communications network.
Gatesman acquired Quest Fore in 2014 and Noble Communications in 2017.

HOSPITALS HOLD
FLAG RAISINGS,
DONOR DRIVES
AND PATIENT
PARADES

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

HOSPITALS HOLD DONOR EVENTS THROUGHOUT APRIL
Celebrated in April each year, National Donate
Life Month (NDLM) features an entire month of
local, regional and national activities to help
encourage Americans to register as organ,
tissue and cornea donors, and to celebrate
those that have saved lives through the gift of
donation.
Events were held at all six of the transplant
hospitals that serve CORE’s service region
including UPMC Hamot and Presbyterian, AHN
Allegheny General Hospital, Charleston Area
Medical Center, UPMC Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh and the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare
System.
To help illustrate the message of donation,
Donate Life America (DLA) creates unique
artwork for each National Donate Life Month.
The NDLM art was inspired by bicycles and the
phrase, “Life is a beautiful ride.”
Bicycles serve as a symbol of progress, renewal
and the moving circle of life. We each carry the
potential to help make life a beautiful ride for ourselves, and then for others by registering as a donor,
considering living donation, being a caregiver and championing the Donate Life cause. The NDLM
bicycle theme and art will be incorporated into celebrations and events across the country during April.
In celebration of NDLM and as part of the 2019 Donate Life Hospital Challenges in Pennsylvania and West
Virginia, CORE coordinated hundreds of awareness events across our service area. In all, CORE partnered
with hospitals for flag raisings, organized four recipient/donor family meetings, participated in two lightup ceremonies, a handful of donor memorial ceremonies, two baseball game commemorations, two
rose garden ceremonies, two 5K runs, one celebration of life ceremony, and one living donor recognition
luncheon. This doesn’t include the countless information tables organized to raise awareness and
register donors.

AHN STEPS UP, GIVES A HAND TO DONATION IN APRIL
All Allegheny Health Network (AHN) hospitals in Pennsylvania
came together to recognize the significant and growing need
for more people to register as organ donors. Special occasions
were planned as just part of a variety of events across the
Network that celebrated National Donate Life Month.
On “Step Up and Give a Hand Day”, Allegheny General,
Allegheny Valley, Canonsburg, Forbes, Jefferson, Saint Vincent
and West Penn hospitals encouraged employees and visitors to
put a colorful hand print on a display and pledge their support
for organ donation.
On National Blue & Green Day, each AHN hospital encouraged
employees to wear blue-and-green-colored clothing in
memory and appreciation of organ donors.
Additionally, each AHN hospital hosted special flag raising
ceremonies on various dates throughout the month to
commemorate the precious gift of life provided by
organ donors.
AHN even held a donation night with the Pittsburgh
Pirates, having a heart recipient throw out the first pitch. The
Pirate Parrot himself made an appearance at a slate of events
held during Donate Life Month at AHN hospitals.

HOSPITALS HOLD
FLAG RAISINGS,
DONOR DRIVES
AND PATIENT
PARADES

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

UPMC HOLDS TRANSPLANT TOWN HALL, PATIENT PARADE

For the second year in a row, UPMC kicked off National Donate
Life Month with a Transplant Town Hall at UPMC Hamot — the
system’s newest transplant center.

Community members were interested in learning more
about UPMC Hamot’s world-class kidney transplant services,
including living donation. Guests heard from local living
donors, kidney recipients, and medical professionals, and were
on hand to see Erie’s famous Bicentennial Tower being lit in
blue and green in honor of National Donate Life month.
UPMC also held flag raising ceremonies at all of their transplant
facilities including UPMC Presbyterian/Montefiore, UPMC
Hamot and UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.
These Donate Life flag raisings were followed up by a series of
events designed to honor organ donors, celebrate recipients
and spread awareness of the importance of signing up to
become an organ donor, and included Donate Life Month
Patient Parades, when recipients visited with doctors, nurses
and staff at the transplant centers.
The month was closed out with the UPMC Celebration of Life
Program during which the brother of a CORE organ donor
shared the story of his loved one’s life and donation after his
untimely death.
For more than 30 years, UPMC has been providing care to
adult and pediatric transplant patients through services at
the Thomas E. Starzl Transplantation Institute, the UPMC
Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery and the Children’s
Hillman Center for Pediatric Transplantation.
UPMC has performed more than 20,000 transplants, including
heart, lung, intestinal, kidney, liver, pancreas and multipleorgan transplants, along with heart assist device implantation.

CITIES, COUNTIES,
STATES, THE
NATION PROCLAIM
APRIL NATIONAL
DONATE LIFE
MONTH

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

WVU MEDICINE RUBY MEMORIAL UNVEILS DONOR WALL;
JOINS CAMC TO BE SECOND SUCH WALL IN WV

WVU Medicine J.W. Ruby Memorial
Hospital and CORE leadership members
unveiled a new donor memorial wall,
located next to Hospital Administration
in the lobby of Ruby Memorial. The wall
is dedicated to all individuals who have
positively impacted a life through organ,
tissue, or cornea donation.
“Our close collaboration with CORE sets
the gift of life in motion,” Michael Shullo,
Pharm.D., WVU Medicine associate
vice president of transplant services,
said. “Together, we have fostered a
greater understanding of donation and
transplantation in this community and
created a culture of donation here in
our own hospital. Ultimately, that will
mean more lives saved and more people
healed.”

“It is a privilege to dedicate this day and
this beautiful memorial wall to you and
your loved ones who gave the greatest
gift possible – the gift of life,” said CORE
President/CEO Susan Stuart. “I can’t think
of anything more worthy of tribute than
choosing to give another human being –
often a complete stranger – the chance
at a better quality of life, or a second chance at life itself. And this wall is a tribute to them, and their
incredible legacy. Although each new name that’s added represents a life that ended far too soon, each
new name also proves that a life that touches others goes on forever.”
Through the help of the Thomas Poliziani Living Legacy Scholarship, WVU Medicine J.W. Ruby Memorial
Hospital was able to receive funding necessary to implement this honor wall in memory of those who
selflessly donated so others could live.
WVU Medicine J.W. Ruby Memorial Hospital now becomes part of a group of CORE’s hospital partners
who honor donors with a donor wall or event.
Together with CORE, Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center in Johnstown, Pa., hosted its 9th Annual
Donor Recognition Wall rededication ceremony at the end of April. The donor wall, located on the 3rd
floor of the main campus Clinical Pavilion, is dedicated to all organ, tissue, and cornea donors. The
wall includes frames for 35 photos and a “life tree,” and words emulating the characteristics of donors
including caring, compassion, respect and love.
A poem entitled “My Final Gift,” written by Suzanne Anderson, the late wife of a retired CORE employee,
is etched on a glass piece. An interactive kiosk includes a database of Conemaugh Health System donors
including names, photos, and year of donation.

From top: Pittsburgh Mayor Bill
Peduto; the PA Capitol lit up after
PA state proclamation; Kanawha
County
proclamation
in
Charleston, WV; Rep. Tim O’Neal
with Aubrey (liver recipient)
and Robin Meller; Charleston
Mayor Amy Goodwin with CORE
Advocates.

In 2013, Charleston Area Medical Center (CAMC) in Charleston, WV, first dedicated a “Tree of Life,” located
in the lobby of General Hospital. Since then, every April, in recognition of National Donate Life Month, the
hospital adds the names of new donors. April 2018 was no different. The donor tree was a gift from the
CAMC Foundation and the General Hospital Auxiliary. Each year, family members of those memorialized
on the tree, along with CAMC staff and CORE representatives, participate in the rededication ceremony.
UPMC Presbyterian held their annual Celebration of Life ceremony and Allegheny General Hospital held
their annual Rose Bush Ceremony — both honor the life-saving legacy of deceased donors and the
generous decisions of living donors.
In Meadville, PA, at Meadville Medical Center, special attention was paid to their memorial wall in
recognition of National Donate Life Month. This wall is less than two years old.

NIKE UNVEILS
SOCKS SIGNIFYING
IMPORTANCE
OF ORGAN
DONATION

Fellow OPO, Southwest
Transplant Alliance (STA),
has joined forces with NIKE
to create the Outlive Yourself
Foundation sock. STA is
hoping to inspire action
through a pair of socks and
a powerful message. The
sock was created by NIKE
with a special organ donor
in mind, Taylor Storch.
Woven into each and every
sock are the threads of blue
representing Taylor’s favorite
color and blue eyes. Five
rings on the socks signify
the individual lives she
saved. “When my daughter
Taylor had a horrible skiing
accident, it rocked our family
to the core. We learned
that in her passing, she had
the ability to give life as
a beautiful candidate for
organ donation,” said Tara
Storch, donor mom and
President of STA’s Outlive
Yourself Foundation. “That
one moment and decision
to say yes allowed her to
give life to five people. The
Outlive Yourself NIKE socks
are a beautiful tribute to
organ donors and transplant
recipients everywhere.”

ADVOCATES IN ACTION
HEART RECIPIENT, CORE STAFFER JOINS STATE LEADERS
TO MARK NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH
In honor of National Donate
Life Month, Dr. Rachel Levine,
Pennsylvania Secretary of Health,
along with PennDOT Secretary
Leslie S. Richards, held a press
conference in Harrisburg, to urge
Pennsylvanians to help others live
a fuller, longer life by registering
as an organ donor. Longtime
CORE Advocate Brittany Grimm,
a heart recipient who also works
as an executive administrative
assistant at CORE and who was
appointed by Governor Wolf to
the Robert P. Casey Memorial
Organ and Tissue Donation
Awareness Trust Fund, also urged
registration at the event.
Nearly 50 percent of current
driver’s license and ID card holders
are registered organ donors –
that’s more than 4.77 million
Pennsylvanians. More than 7,500
Pennsylvanians currently await
organ transplants. Driver’s license
and ID card holders, as well as
registered vehicle owners, can
also support organ donation
programs by donating $3 to the
Robert P. Casey Memorial Organ
and Tissue Donation Awareness
Trust Fund.

FIRST-EVER NORTH AMERICAN FATWA ON DONATION
On behalf of the Donate Life Community, OPO Washington
Regional Transplant Community (WRTC) is pleased to announce
the newly released, and first-ever, fatwa (or a ruling on a point of
Islamic law given by a recognized authority) by the Fiqh Council
of North America (FCNA) declaring that organ donation and
transplantation is permissible within the Islamic faith and among
American Muslims. This ruling applies only to solid organs. The
FCNA has not discussed, or ruled on, eye and tissue donation.
Founded in 1986, the FCNA is a body of recognized and qualified
Islamic scholars from the United States and Canada who interpret
Islamic law in the North American environment. Its 19 members
issue religious rulings (fatwas), resolve disputes and answer questions relating to the Islamic faith, with the
goal of developing methodologies for applying Islamic law to life in the West. Until now, the issue of organ
donation among American Muslims had never reached consensus or received an official ruling.
WRTC began its outreach efforts with the FCNA – and other prominent Islamic organizations – in 2015
when a noticeable and persistent pattern developed among family members of potential donors who were
Muslim. When approached about donation in the hospital, the vast majority of these family members did
not give authorization.
Over the past four years, WRTC led the effort to bring together national leaders in donation and
transplantation (AOPO, DLA, UNOS, HRSA) with the FCNA and other influential Muslim academic and
religious scholars, to reach consensus on this issue. This fatwa is the result of that effort.

WESTERN PA
KIDNEY SUPPORT
GROUPS

ADVOCATES IN ACTION
CORE ADVOCATE, DONOR MOM DONATES KIDNEY TO STRANGER
CORE Advocate and donor mom Laura Gillum
of Canonsburg wanted to keep the memory
of her son alive.

The Western PA Kidney Support
Groups needs your support.
Bringing together more than
10,000 people in the region, we
hold support groups to share
experiences and provide vital
information for our members.
In addition to connecting with
our 600 members through our
support groups, we provide
phone line support, and host
seminars and conferences, as
well as attend events to raise
awareness of our organization.
For each donation of $20 or
more, you will receive a free
T-shirt of your choice plus a
button and bumper sticker. We
have a limited selection of sizes
from S-3XL. To make a donation,
please email Jack Silverstein
at silverjacki@yahoo.com and
include your address, as well as
which shirt size you would like.
Upon receiving a check, your
shirt, button and bumper sticker
will be shipped to your home
free of charge.

HEART TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP

In 2015, Gillum and her husband, Paul, lost
their 2-year-old son, Dean, in a drowning
accident. The couple donated Dean’s organs
to help people in need.
A few weeks ago, Laura Gillum, 46, became an
altruistic kidney donor, donating the organ to
a stranger in honor of her son.
As part of National Donate Life Month in
April, she met the recipient of her kidney at
Allegheny General Hospital on Pittsburgh’s
North Side.
His name is Brian Cox. He lives in Aliquippa. There were smiles, hugs and tears when she met Brian Cox.
“I had two kidneys, and you only need one,” Gillum told Cox. “I saw the impact of organ donation when I
met the little boy who has my son’s heart and his family. Organ donation gives life, not only to the recipient
but to the entire family. The impact is amazing.
“And I can’t imagine what being on dialysis for kidney failure would be like.”
Cox said he didn’t know how long he would live through the rigors of dialysis.
“When I heard she was going to give me a kidney, I broke down crying,” he said. “I had been waiting and
waiting. She gave me my life back, to me a total stranger.”
Cox, 39, of Aliquippa said he didn’t know about the story of Laura Gillum’s son until Thursday. He said he
was even more grateful because when people lose a child, they could become bitter. He said he feels good
and can be around to see his daughter graduate from Aliquippa High School. She’s a senior. Plus, he will
spend quality time with his girlfriend, Imani.
“There are no words to explain how I feel,” Cox said. “We need more people in the world like Laura. She
saved my life.”
The kidney transplant surgery took place March 7. The two were a perfect match, each with an AB blood
type.

Saturday, May 24 • 12 p.m.
Panera Bread Meeting Room
3401 Blvd of the Allies
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
The
meetings
are
open
discussion; bring your personal
victories to share, your concerns,
and your questions.
Our goal is to provide support
to pre-transplant and posttransplant
individuals
in
the physical and emotional
areas through discussion. The
information shared is personal
and should be kept private
within the support group.
To attend, please contact Tom at
t.meshanko@verizon.net.

“Laura is an incredible person,” said Holly Chapman, a nurse and living donor kidney coordinator for
Allegheny Health Network. “She was very tenacious in her testing and this was an incredible match that
was made.”
“We can’t do what we do without people like Laura,” said Dr. Khaled Nashar, a nephrologist with AHN. “It
saves lives. Laura delivered a very powerful message.”
After their son died, the Gillums tried to have other children but were unsuccessful. They adopted a baby
girl through a friend on Dec. 31.
Laura Gillum said she donated her son’s organs because she knew he would have been raised to be a
giving, kind person. One of the recipients, Lennon Cureton of Lexington, S.C., suffered from congenital
heart disease. He was 6 months old when he received Dean’s heart. The Gillum family met Lennon during
National Donate Life Month in 2017 on the nationally televised television program, The Real.
“There are so many people out there on the waiting list,” she said. “You can change every aspect of a
person’s life being a donor. A kidney is not much or a slice of your liver or your lung. You can still have a full
life. If I didn’t give my kidney, Brian would have died. And you can’t put a price tag on that. I wanted to do
this to make my son proud of me.”

**Story by JoAnne Klimovich Harrop, Tribune-Review staff writer. You can contact JoAnne at 412-3207889, jharrop@tribweb.com. To read this story in its entirety, click here.

UPMC HOSTS
ONLINE
TOWNHALL ON
LIVING LIVER
DONATION

The UPMC Liver Transplant
Program will host an online
Living-Donor Liver Transplant
Town Hall to help educate
patients with liver disease about
living donation and how to find
a living donor using the UPMC
Living Donor Champion Program.
If you have been diagnosed with
liver disease, a liver transplant
may be a future treatment
option for you. With more than
14,000 people on the waiting
list, identifying a suitable living
donor can help you receive a
transplant sooner – getting you
back to enjoying life with your
family and loved ones. This event
is open to patients with liver
disease, patients on the liver
transplant waiting list, employers
who offer health insurance
coverage to their employees, and
the family members, friends and
caregivers of those waiting for a
transplant.
PART ONE – Living-Donor Liver
Transplant at UPMC
Featuring: Abhi Humar, M.D.,
chief of transplant at UPMC
6 to 7 p.m., Wednesday, May 8

PARTNERS IN HEALTHCARE
AGH HEART TRANSPLANT PROGRAM’S 3-YEAR SURVIVAL
RATES TOPS IN STATE, SEVENTH NATIONALLY
Allegheny General Hospital (AGH),
a part of Allegheny Health Network
(AHN), has the best three-year survival
rates among adult heart transplant
programs in Pennsylvania – and the
seventh-best three-year survival rates
for all adult heart transplant centers
in the United States – according to the
latest data from the Scientific Registry
of Transplant Recipients (SRTR). AGH
is one of more than 100 adult heart
transplant programs across the country,
including seven in Pennsylvania.
AGH performed 44 heart transplants
during the most recent three-year
measuring period by the SRTR, with
patients having a 93.18 percent three-year survival rate. Nationally, the three-year survival rate for that
period was 85.22 percent.
“As a program that treats very complex cases, we take great pride in these outcomes for our patients,” said
Stephen Bailey, MD, Director, Division of Cardiac Surgery and Surgical Director, Cardiac Transplantation/
VAD Program at AGH. “It takes a multidisciplinary team of caregivers, including physicians, nurses,
transplant coordinators, dietitians, social workers, pharmacists, and a host of others to ensure highquality, comprehensive care at every stage of a heart transplant patient’s journey.”
George J. Magovern Jr., MD, Co-chair of the AHN Cardiovascular Institute and System Chair, Department
of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, oversaw the development of AGH’s heart transplant program
when he arrived in 1985. Two years later, Dr. Magovern and his team performed the hospital’s first heart
transplant.
“Last year, we celebrated our 400th heart transplant,” Dr. Magovern noted. “That volume speaks to the
steady growth of the program, and these latest SRTR figures reflect the continuing high quality of care
that we provide to those suffering from end-stage heart failure.”

NATIONAL PEDIATRIC TRANSPLANT WEEK RECOGNIZED
For only the second time, DLA and DLA partners recognized
National Pediatric Transplant Week. The observance falls during
National Donate Life Month.
National Pediatric Transplant Week grew from the question
of a father whose young son is a heart recipient: Can we as a
national Donate Life Community create a dedicated observance
to raise awareness and help save the lives of children waiting for
transplant?

PART TWO – The UPMC Living
National Pediatric Transplant Week offers donation and
Donor Champion Program: A
transplantation organizations the platform to talk about the
Journey You Don’t Make Alone
powerful message of ending the pediatric waiting list, to engage
Featuring: Swaytha Ganesh, M.D.,
clinical partners to share their innovative work and patient stories
medical director of the UPMC
(candidates and recipients), and to honor donor families whose
Living Donor Program
children have saved and healed lives through organ, tissue and cornea donation.
6 to 7 p.m., Thursday, May 23
To join, visit www.upmc.com/
livingdonationtownhall a few
minutes prior to each event.
For more information about
the UPMC Living-Donor Liver
Transplant Town Hall, call Donya
McCoy at 412-389-7606.

National Pediatric Transplant Week gives pediatric donor and recipient families an opportunity to share their
stories, encourage others to help save and heal lives by registering to be organ, tissue and cornea donors and
to learn more about becoming a living donor.
Donate Life America (DLA) would like to thank the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), the American
Society of Transplantation (AST), and the American Society of Transplant Surgeons (ASTS) for their
collaboration and support in piloting the first annual National Pediatric Transplant Week.

